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District of Clearwater

 Clearwater becomes Canada’s 24th Bee City and…

BC’s 3rd Bee City! 
 On April 2, 2019 the District of Clearwater was declared 

as Canada’s 24th Bee City and BC’s 3rd Bee City!

 What does that mean? This is a great honor and opportunity  
for Clearwater to create healthy pollinator habitats, educate  
the community about pollinators, and celebrate pollinators 
in many ways. 

“We are so excited to be working with the District of 
Clearwater, Bee City Canada and the Clearwater Bee Club 
to create a pollinator friendly community!” Joanna Hurst, 
Coordinator—Food Security Program, noting that there is a 
team of dedicated citizens and councilors who have formed 
Clearwater’s Bee City Working Group.  

 Some plans for this group in the coming months are 
promotion of and celebrating the designation by: 

 1) Hosting the “Day of the Honey Bee” May 29, 2019,  
 2)  Demonstration of hive and honeybee  

information at the local Farmers Market,  
 3)  Hosting a Harvest Faire in September 2019  

(honey tasting event and children’s activities). 

“ Bee-Friendly” yard signs are available to community members 
that commit to eliminating pesticide use and preserving 
pollinator habitat on their property. This is by donation. 
Contact Joanne at 250.674.3530 to order.

 
“ There were so many outstanding features of this 
application, but I think what stood out is the broad 
diverse group of people that make up the Pollinator 
Working Group. This is the first city that has their own 
city councillors sitting on this committee. This action 
speaks loudly that the District of Clearwater deeply 
cares about the current situation of pollinators and is 
determined and committed to take positive action.” 

  —Shelley Candel, Director for Bee City Canada

“ The District of Clearwater is very excited about this 
designation and has many plans for creating a healthy 
pollinator habitat, some examples are: supporting the 
Bee City Working groups initiatives, providing some staff 
and park contractor time to assist with upkeep of school 
gardens during the summer months, encourage and 
work through the Healthy Living program to organize a 
garden tour of local gardens that are pollinator friendly, 
where possible ensure that waterways have buffer 
areas to protect water ways, adopt a ‘pesticide free’ 
policy for District properties and encourage citizens to 
do the same, and planting pollinator friendly plants in 
our community parks. This initiative is a great example 
of community groups proactively partnering with the 
District on issues that they care about.” 

 —Lucy Taylor, Councillor
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• Look for your Property Tax Notice in the mail by the end 
of May. If you do not receive it, contact the District of 
Clearwater.

• The due date for payment of property taxes is July 2, 
2019. Payments received after this date (for any reason) 
are subject to a 10% penalty.

• You can pay in person at the District of Clearwater by 
cheque, cash, or debit. Credit cards are not accepted. You 
may also pay online through your banking institution or 
by dropping off a cheque after hours in the drop box at 
the Dutch Lake Community Centre. If you are standing 
facing the main entrance to the Dutch Lake Community 
center, the drop box is the gold coloured slot in the first 

green door to the right (about six parking spots to your 
right). Make sure you claim your homeowner grant (HOG). 
You can visit the following website to determine your 
eligibility: gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant. You can claim 
your Home Owner’s Grant online once you receive your 
tax notice, or you can fill out the form on the back of your 
property tax notice and include it with your payment.

If you have any questions regarding your property tax 
notice, the finance section on the District of Clearwater 
website has more information, or you can stop by the 
District of Clearwater office and we’d be happy to answer 
any questions you may have. 
Call 250.674.2257 or email dof@docbc.ca

Key Budget Directions

Important information regarding 2019 property taxes

Money 
Matters

Council completed a Community Survey in January / February 
and received 364 responses. Council took into consideration 
what the community said in the survey during this year’s 
budget deliberations and committed to continuing to work 
toward a sustainable growth in reserves for infrastructure 
(Roads), and to allocate funds to Economic Development 
initiatives. Maintain the District’s financial principles: Short 
and long-term planning through prudent use of reserves and 
leveraging available funding sources.

“ We as Council, need to balance the short and long term needs 
of the community and our responsibility to maintain financial 
sustainability. We need to think, plan and invest for both short- 
and long-term goals.  It is essential to deliver services in a way 
that covers the present demands, as well as the needs of the 
future 5, 10 and 20 years from now. We are listening to our 
citizens and are guided by both, local government statutory 
requirements and the direction that our citizens see Clearwater 
moving.” —Mayor Merlin Blackwell

This budget includes:
• $80,000 to Roads reserves, $100,000 to Road  

capital and $50,000 to operational maintenance;
• $70,000 Fire Protection reserves;
• $10,000 for Seniors programming;
• $32,000 for Drinking Water Protection Plan  

(Gas Tax Funds);
• $320,882 Replacement of Condenser (Refrigeration 

system) for the North Thompson Sportsplex; 
• Maintain existing service levels for Roads, Recreation, 

Protective Services,Transit, and capital dollars for Parks; 
• Water Fund: $81,507 for completion of Well#3 

(paving/landscaping);
• Sewer Fund: $70,000 for Cell#1 Sewer Lagoon 

upgrades (engineering—grant dependant);

This year’s 5 Year Financial Plan will see a 2.9% 
increase to the residential and business mill rate.   
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Water main flushing is a key component in maintaining 
water quality through-out the water distribution system. 
The District of Clearwater performs water main flushing on a 
biannual basis; spring and fall. 

Water main flushing utilizes water velocities created by 
“pulling” larger than normal volumes through the system to 
clean the water main. Public Works crews systematically turn 
water valves and fire hydrants on and off to effectively flush 
the water system.  

When the District’s Public Works Department is flushing 
water mains in the community you may experience a loss in 
pressure, cloudy water and/or discoloration; none of which 

are a health concern. Should you experience any of those 
conditions, please run your taps for a minimum of 5 minutes 
or until the water clears.

District Public Works crews will be performing our Spring 
flushing program between April 29 and May 24, 2019.  
A tentative plan for individual neighborhoods will be posted on  
our website (districtofclearwater.com) and on our Facebook 
page 24 hours prior to flushing.  

Should you experience prolonged pressure loss and/or 
discoloration please contact the District of Clearwater at 
250.674.2257.        

 

Let’s do our part
NOTICE OF 2019 Water Regulations & Conservation Measures

Watering Hours
• Watering hours are between 

6:00am–10:00am and 6:00–10:00pm
• Watering is prohibited between the hours of 10:00am 

–6:00pm. Watering between the hours of 12:00 midnight 
and 6:00am is restricted to automatic systems controlled 
by a timer and must comply with the following: 

 — Properties with even numbered houses are allowed  
to water on even numbered days; and

 — Properties with odd numbered houses are allowed  
to water on odd numbered days.

 — Owners with automated sprinkler systems, must 
register (annually) at the District office for permission 
to water between 12:00 midnight to 6:00am.

 — Residents with new lawns must register with the 
District Office for permission to water daily until the 
new lawn grows long enough to be cut. After the  
first cut the resident must revert to regular  
sprinkling regulations. 

Other Water Uses
All hoses used outdoors should be equipped with a working 
spring-loaded shut-off device.  Hand watering of plants and 
hand washing of vehicles used with a spring loaded shut off 
nozzle or a hand held container is permitted at any time.  

Water Conservation
Water customers are encouraged to practice water 
conservation, helpful hints:
• Use a broom, rather than a hose to clean  

driveways and walkways.
• Consider plants species that require less water  

and don’t over water your lawn.
• Ensure sprinklers are set so that only lawn  

and gardens are being watered not the roadway.
• Consider using timed sprinklers—can be purchased  

at the local hardware stores.
As a property owner you are responsible to ensure that these 
regulations are respected by all occupants of the house.

EFFECTIVE PERIOD: Watering regulations will be in effect from May 15 to September 30, 2019.

WATERING HOURS (Odd/Even Number System)
Limit watering activity to odd or even numbered days depending on where you live in the community as follows:
• The properties with even house numbers are allowed to water on even numbered days (e.g. July 2, 4, 6, etc).
• The properties with odd house numbers are allowed to water on odd numbered days (e.g. July 1, 3, 5, etc).

Water Main Flushing (Spring)—April 29 to May 24
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ICBC FACT 
Sharing the road safely with motorcycles 
Motorcycle crashes in B.C. peak in the summer as warmer 
weather and conditions bring more riders onto the road. 
Six out of ten crashes involving a motorcycle in B.C. happen 
at intersections. Police report that driver distraction and 
drivers who fail to yield are the top factors in car crashes 
with motorcycles.   

You can help prevent a crash with a motorcycle by 
following these tips:  
• Scan intersections carefully and take an extra moment 

to look for motorcycles when you are turning left. 
• Stay alert and avoid distractions that take your mind off 

driving or your eyes off the road. 
• Allow at least three or four seconds of following 

distance when behind a motorcycle and plenty of lane 
space when you pass. Be ready to yield as a motorcycle 
is often closer than it seems. Remember it can be hard 
to tell how fast they’re travelling.  

The ICBC office has a number of brochures that offer 
valuable information on how to stay safe. For more 
information, please contact us @ 250.674.2257.

Book a road test
Ready to take your road test? Book your appointment and 
pay your testing fee when you arrive.

Passenger vehicles and motorcycles 
For passenger vehicle (cars) and motorcycle testing, the 
earliest date you can take the test is listed on your licence. Try 
to book well in advance, our offices can get busy especially 
during spring and summer.

You can book, reschedule or cancel your appointment 
online. If you have to cancel, please give us 48 hours’ notice, 
otherwise there is a $25 cancellation fee.

Book online 
If you are looking for an earlier appointment, use the online 
booking tool to check the appointment calendar. As people 
cancel or reschedule, new appointments may become 
available. Please note that calling to book or reschedule an 
appointment will not result in different available times than 
booking online.

The online booking service performs best on a desktop or 
laptop computer as some features may not display correctly 
on a mobile device. If you’re not able to book online, you can 
call us at one of the numbers listed below to book by phone 
and we will help you find an available time.

Motorcycle road or skills tests are only available at certain 
locations. Call us at one of the numbers listed below to 
confirm.

Commercial vehicles and medical re-exams
To book your commercial road test (Class 1, 2, 3, 4) or medical 
re-exam road test call:

B.C. except  
Metro Vancouver

1-888-715-7775 
Monday–Friday  
8am–5pm

Stand-by appointments for road tests
If you have a flexible schedule and are comfortable with 
waiting at one of our ICBC Driver Licensing offices, we offer 
stand-by appointments on a first come, first served basis. We 
can’t guarantee that space will open up for a road test but 
we’ll do our best to accommodate you.

Source: icbc.com

ICBC  |  Motor Vehicle News
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February 5, 2019
• Council approved the appointment of Ken Kjenstad 

as Chairperson and Heather MacLennan as Vice 
Chairperson of the Wells Gray Community Forest 
Commission for one year terms ending January 23, 
2020.  Council also approved the Terms of Reference, 
including an allocation of $10,000 for administration 
of the Commission business which will covered by the 
Corporation contribution.  

• Council awarded a contract for the Arena Refrigeration 
Condenser replacement to CIMCO Refrigeration Inc. 
for an amount of $295,882 (excluding GST). Council 
authorized the borrowing of $208,882 through the 
Municipal Finance Authority for a five year term with the 
balance coming from annual Capital budget allocation 
for the North Thompson Sportsplex.  

February 19, 2019
• Council approved the recommendation from the Trails 

Task Committee to consider in principle to creating a 
safer area for pedestrian and bike traffic by reducing the 
speed zone from 50 km per hour to 30 km per hour on 
the following sections of road:

 — From the Raft River School along Clearwater Village 
Road up Park Drive to Norfolk Road; and

 — From the junction of Clearwater Village for 150m 
south along Clearwater Village Road; and

 — From the junction of Clearwater Village Road to 
Worbey Road along Candle Creek Road. 

• Council approved the recommendation from the Trails 
Task Committee that approval in principle be given for 
the installation of a zebra cross walk at the junction of 
the Dr. Helmcken Memorial Hospital entrance (leaving 
the multiuse pathway) and Park Drive for pedestrian 
and bike traffic to crossover Park Drive for the purposes 
of travelling east along Park Drive down to Clearwater 
Village Road and ending at Raft River School. Prior to 
final approval, a review by a traffic engineer is required.

• Council approved the recommendation from the Wells 
Gray Community Forest Commission to provide a grant 
of $50,000 to the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC for 
the Clearwater Trout Hatchery—Community Fishing 
Pond Project.

• Council adopted District of Clearwater Development 
Cost Charge Reduction Bylaw No. 202, 2019 with respect 
to the proposed 20-unit seniors affordable housing 
complex located at 630 Park Drive.

• Council directed Administration to nominate the District 
of Clearwater for a SILGA Community Excellence Award 
under the Environmental Sustainability category for 
the District’s Bio-Mass project at the North Thompson 
Sportsplex.

March 5, 2019
• Council approved a recommendation from the Parks and 

Recreation Committee of the Whole that the current 
watering schedule for parks be based on environment 
and weather conditions.  This decision was made in an 
effort to reduce water consumption.

• District of Clearwater Bylaw No. 203, 2019 for the 2019-
2023 Financial Plan received first and second reading.  
The financial plan includes all sources of revenue and 
expenses that are required to undertake the services 
and capital expenditures included in the plan.  Feedback 
from public consultation sessions held on February 5 
and 6, 2019 were incorporated into the financial plan.  
The bylaw will be presented to Council for third reading 
on April 2, 2019.

• District of Clearwater Bylaw No. 208, 2019—a bylaw 
to amend Building Regulations Bylaw No. 129, 
2014—received first, second and third readings.  The 
amendment will update Building Regulation Bylaw 129 
with respect to the following:

 — Concordance to the current BC Building Code and 
definition refinement;

 — Recommendation from the Municipal Insurance 
Association regarding renovations/additions;

 — Addition of provisions to enable photo submissions 
and provisional occupancy guidelines;

 — Adding provisions for enforcement by various forms 
of ticketing; and

 —Fee increases (which have not taken place in 15 years).
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Be a proud Canadian 
and PITCH-IN!

S A T U R D A Y
April 27, 2019

Wells Gray Community Forest

AGM
Thursday • April 25, 2019
Dutch Lake Community Centre   |   7:00pm

For more information please visit:

www.pitch-in.ca

Event Location: Rotary Sports Park
Event Time: 9am– 1pm 
Coordinator Name: Mayor Merlin Blackwell
Coordinator Contact: 250.674.1504

SPONSORED BY 
Buy-Low • Dairy Queen • Jim’s Market   
Jaeger • A & W • District of Clearwater

Street lights in the  
District of Clearwater
When a street light is not working
It is important for road and pedestrian safety that street 
lights are always working.  

To report a street light issue please do one of the following:  
1. Complete a request form online. This is a fast and  

easy way to let report a street light is not working; OR
2. Email @ publicworks@docbc.ca; OR
3. Call 250.674.2257 

The following information is required to report a street light 
not working:
1. The physical address closest to the broken  

street light (house number and street name);
2. Pole number of the street light (not mandatory,  

but helpful)
3.If sending an email, please include contact  

information for so you can be contact if there  
is further information required.

Thank you for your assistance in keeping our citizens safe! 

Did you know that the costs of street light maintenance 
are borne by the District?  

There are two kinds of street lights within the District, 
street lights that are owned and maintained by the District 
and street lights that are owned and maintained by BC 
Hydro but these costs are billed back to the municipality.

Street lights located at the Clearwater Estates (Blair Place 
and part of Murtle Crescent) are District-owned and the 
rest of the street lights are BC Hydro. 

In either case, if the lights are not working, we rely on the 
public to report an issue.

Street lights in the District of Clearwater 
Did you know that the costs of street light maintenance are borne by the District?   
 
There are two kinds of street lights within the District, street lights that are owned and 
maintained by the District and street lights that are owned and maintained by BC Hydro but 
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District-owned and the rest of the street lights are BC Hydro.  
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Review of accomplishments of 2018
Year end Financial Statements

Goals, Work Plans and Budget for 2019
Wells Gray Society members discuss Granting Cycles

Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D !
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Planning your garden—BEE friendly

Easter Egg Hunt7th 
ANNUAL

Chad 
Schapansky

MEMORIAL

April 19, 2019    |    Clearwater Fire Station
Easter Egg Hunt at 12:30pm  •  Admission $2 per child
Hot dogs and hamburgers for sale. All proceeds go to Chad Park equipment.

VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS
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Fire Department…

Now that spring is upon us with 
warmer weather, we are reminding 
residents about backyard burning 
regulations. 
As weather conditions permit, open 
burning is allowed (burn dry garden 
and yard refuse) under Bylaw 125 
until June 15.
Residents may burn piles smaller 
than 1meter x 1meter x 1.5m high 
without a permit, however a source 
of water and shovel shall be kept by 
an adult near the attended fire until 
extinguished. 
Piles larger than above and not larger 
than 5m x 5m x 5m may be burned, 
but require a permit, which is available 
at no cost from the Fire Chief. Please 
contact Mike Smith at 250.674.1278 
or msmith@docbc.ca to request a 
permit. Please be advised a site visit 
and consultation may be required 
before issuance of permit. While the 
fire is burning, the person responsible 
shall ensure there is a fire break and a 
suppression system of adequate size 
to control the fire is maintained. 

RECRUITING VOLUNTEER FIRE SERVICE PERSONNEL
Clearwater Fire Department is currently accepting applications for the position of: 

Paid-on-Call Volunteer Firefighter
The primary responsibilities of this position include (what we need from you)

• Community minded and spirited individuals who like to be involved  
in team efforts and are looking for a challenging, rewarding experience

• Be available Thursdays 7-9:30pm for training 
• Put in effort to complete required training during probation period
• Once probation passed, being available for call wouts
• Be 19 years of age or older (Junior program also—ask us for more info)

• Class 5 driver’s license—abstract required before driving apparatus 
• Preferably reside in Clearwater
• Willing to undergo a criminal record check

Benefits of being a paid on call firefighter with Clearwater (what you get from us)

• All required progressive training (Exterior Firefighter, 
First Aid and driver training is the minimum)

• WorkSafe BC coverage at training and calls
• Upon completion of probation: 
 —Supplied with a pager 
 —Dress uniform & Station wear
 —On Duty & Off Duty accident & sickness insurance coverage
 —Paid for training and callouts 
• Become a member of the Clearwater Volunteer Firefighters Association

We will be hosting an Information Session: April 25 • 6–7pm  
at the Clearwater Fire Station—336 Clearwater Village Rd.
For more information, or to pick up an application, please contact:
Fire Chief Mike Smith at 250.674.1278 or by email msmith@docbc.ca

Burning  
Regulations

 

The District and ICBC offices will be closed on:

Friday, April 19 and Monday, April 22  
for the Easter holiday. 

Offices will resume normal business  
hours on Tuesday, April 23, 2019.

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
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Lots 2 do in Clearwater
April 13 North Thompson Business Spring EXPO Clearwater Lodge • 250.674.3068

April 19 Easter Egg Hunt Fire Hall

April 27 Pitch-In Meet @ Rotary Sports Park @ 9:00am

April 29 Caribou Community Engagement Session Clearwater Secondary School 5:30–9:30pm

May 5 Hospital Auxiliary Garden Party Blackpool

May 18 May Day Parade Strawberry Flats / Caposinsty Ball

May 26
Clearwater Volunteer Fire Department 
50th Anniversary Celebration

Fire Hall

May 27–June 2 Bike to School Week Clearwater Schools

NOTICE:  As of April 1st, the District of Clearwater 
has implemented a $3 per transaction convenience 
fee for online registrations (Bookking registration 
system) for the Community Recreation Healthy 
Living program. The $3 fee will apply to each 
transaction, NOT each program registered for. For 
example if you register for three programs during 
one online registration (transaction) you will be 
charged $3.00 total.

Park Etiquette

Be Bear Aware
Bears come out of hibernation in the spring, 
but the timing can vary depending on local 
weather conditions and terrain. 

How to avoid attracting hungry bears:
• Keep garbage, recycling and compost inside until pick-up day
• Regularly clean garbage and recycling bins, cover food 

compost with dry leaves or grass clippings
• Pick up ripe and fallen fruit daily, harvest ripe vegetables
• Clean barbecue grills after every use, store when not in use
• Don’t leave pet food outside or use bird feeders  

April to October
• Learn about the Bear Smart Community Program

Community  
Recreation  
Healthy Living

NO SMOKING
Friendly reminder that all District 
of Clearwater properties including 
Dutch Lake Community Centre. All 
municipal parks and playgrounds 
including Dutch Lake Beach are 
non smoking. 

The municipality is fortunate to have 
such a beautiful lake in the middle of our 
community to hang out and visit with 
family and friends. Spring has arrived 
and the parks will open April 15. In order 
to ensure all can enjoy, please remember 
some simple etiquette:

•  Alcohol and Smoking are prohibited
•  Well behaved dogs on a leash are 

welcome on the grass—pets are not 
allowed on the sand beach

•  They poop, you scoop

NO SMOKING 
TOBACCO 
OR CANNABIS 
IN THE CABIN
$500 fee will be charged 
to your credit card.

PLEASE
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CRA Tax Scam!! 

Yes to Better Internet!

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) are warning and requesting the 
assistance of the public in combatting the CRA tax scam.

The RCMP and the CAFC have been working with International 
Law Enforcement partners to disrupt and dismantle the 
illegal call centre network in India, which is responsible for 
perpetrating the CRA tax scam and other mass marketing 
related scams. The results of these combined law enforcement 
efforts from September of 2018 to January of 2019 include the 
takedown of approximately 40 call centres and the arrests of 
over 60 individuals, who are now facing prosecution in India. 
The scam is being committed by organized crime groups 
operating out of multiple locations throughout India.

The RCMP are continuing to develop leads and information 
on the locations of these illegal call centres for enforcement 
purposes, in an effort to dismantle and disrupt these types 
of mass marketing schemes. The RCMP is reaching out to 
the public and requesting their assistance in providing any 
tips or information on locations of illegal call centres in India. 
The RCMP is also requesting tips and information on those 
responsible both in Canada and abroad in perpetrating the CRA 
tax scam. Please contact the CAFC to advise of any information 
you believe will lead to the arrests of those involved.

Slow internet? No internet? How about 
being tired of super expensive internet?
Speak Out!
The District of Clearwater has been working with Telus 
and Mascon to improve service to Clearwater and the 
North Thompson. Telus is interested in prioritizing towns 
that are most interested in fibre optic technology but 
we need to hear from our community to build a strong 
business case that would see Telus prioritize our area.

If you would be interested in TELUS bringing the PureFibre 
network to Clearwater, please visit:  

https://fibre.telus.com/iwantfibre/
Spread the word! Invite your friends, family, colleagues 
and neighbors to complete the form. It’s quick, easy 
and will show the needs of Clearwater and the North 
Thompson! The voice of business is also crucial to  
this process! Thanks for taking the time!  

Burning Garbage  
& Construction Debris
Today, the practice is of burning garbage is  considered pollution, 
and a violation under the Environmental Management Act. 
Smoke created from burning garbage creates multiple forms 
of pollution, smoke, toxic gases, and ash. It is not healthy or 
environmentally responsible to burn any form of garbage.   
Reduce waste and recycle instead.

To report burning of garbage please call 1.877.952.7277

The draft section 11 agreement between British Columbia 
and Canada intends to set a framework for co-operation 
between the two governmenmts to recover the endangered 
southern mountain caribou. You are invited to a community 
engagement session to better understand these agreements.
These sessions have been scheduled in several communities across the province.

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

The RCMP offers the following important tips to help the 
public avoid the CRA tax scam:

• The CRA will not call and threaten you to pay a tax debt;
• The CRA will not call, leave a voice message, text or  

email you advising of a warrant of arrest for a tax debt;
• The CRA will not request that you pay a tax debt through 

the use of crypto currencies such as Bitcoin or gift cards;
• The CRA will not have you deported if you do not pay  

an owed tax debt;
• Report suspected fraud. If you suspect a CRA tax scam, 

STOP! HANG UP THE PHONE!

If you believe you are 
a victim or if you have 
information in relation 
to those responsible for 
committing or helping those 
committing the CRA tax 
scam, please report it to 
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre 
(www.antifraudcentre.ca  
or 1.888.495.8501).

You are Invited!
Clearwater Secondary School 

Monday April 29, 2019 
5:30–9:30pm • Snacks available



Guru Tegh Sikh Temple  
gives back to the community…
Guru Tegh Sikh temple was opened its doors in 1985, in the 
beginning there were more than 50 families living here. The 
first Sikh pioneers came to the area in the 1960’s, mostly 
working in the lumber industry. The Clearwater temple has 
been a vibrant gathering place for the Sikh community in the 
North Thompson for over 36 years.  

With the downturn in the lumber industry and aging 
population the decision was made to sell the property as 
there are only a handful of families left. The Sikh community 
felt it was important to give back to the communities in the 
North Thompson where generations of families have lived 
and enjoyed for some many years.   

“ We felt it was important to give back to the communities we 
have lived in because we’ve been here for so long. The decision 
to give back the proceeds from the property sale was easy. We 
have divided out $164,000 for the organizations of choice in 
the North Thompson and $20,000 for two Sikh temples in 
Kamloops,” stated Narinder Heer, President, Guru Tegh Sikh 
Temple.  

“ It’s fantastic to see a group of citizens that has been involved 
in every aspect of community life in Clearwater giving back to 
so many different organizations in such a generous way.  It is 
incredibly heartwarming!” Mayor Merlin Blackwell.

1. Clearwater Secondary School ...................................$30,000
2.  Clearwater Food Bank ...................................................$5,000
3. DOC Weyerhaeuser Pioneer Park 

—playground equipment ..........................................$14,000
4. Clearwater Ski Club .....................................................$15,000
5. Dr. Helmcken Memorial Hospital Auxiliary ...........$10,000
6. Clearwater Volunteer Fire Department ..................$10,000
7. Blackpool Volunteer Fire Department ....................$10,000
8. Vavenby Volunteer Fire Department .......................$10,000
9. BCHS—Clearwater Ambulance ..................................$5,000
10. Clearwater Red Cross ....................................................$2,500
11. Wells Gray Search and Rescue ....................................$2,500

12. Raft River Elementary School ....................................$10,000
13. Clearwater Rotary Club ................................................$5,000
14. Wells Gray Outdoor Club .............................................$5,000
15. Clearwater 4-H Club ......................................................$5,000
16. Raft Mountain Skating Club ......................................$10,000
17. United Way ......................................................................$5,000
18. YCS—Low Income supports.........................................$5,000
19. Wells Gray Senior’s Society ..........................................$5,000
20. Sikh Cultural Society Gurdwara................................$10,000
21. Kamloops Gurdwara ...................................................$10,000
Total Contributions: ...................................................$184,000
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Clearwater, Blackpool and Vavenby Fire Department

Clearwater Rotary Club

Wells Gray Seniors


