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Message from Mayor Merlin
My great cousin twice removed, Chuck Dickens, used to blather
on and on at Christmas dinners about “the best of times and
the worst of times”. Well, 2019 has definitely been that kind of
year in Clearwater.
We were spared another tense forest fire season. Tourism had
another record setting year. Housing projects for seniors, low
income housing, a new hotel, and many new businesses took
root or blossomed this year.
Our Sikh community and their generosity became an
inspiration across BC, Canada and beyond. And, as remarkable
in scale as that gift was, we know that such gifts are actually
pretty normal in Clearwater; that charity, volunteerism, and
compassion towards others happen all the time around here.

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec. 23 8:30am–4:30pm
Dec. 24 8:30am–12:00pm
Dec. 25, 26 & 27 CLOSED
Dec. 30, 31 8:30am–4:30pm
Jan. 1 CLOSED
Jan. 2 8:30–4:30pm

The closure of Canfor’s Vavenby Mill and the general downturn
of the BC forest sector has definitely been the worst of times.
But even in the midst of such turmoil and change, we have
seen strength and grace, and a fierce “can-do” attitude shine
through in this community.
All of this has made me realize that the values we celebrate
during Christmas and New Years… charity, compassion, respect,
community spirit, and the coming together of our citizens.
We celebrate these things year round in Clearwater and area.
We live in an exceptional place among exceptional people.
On behalf of council and staff, I wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!

District of Clearwater

Hours

District Services

DLCC—Dutch Lake
Community Centre
209 Dutch Lake Road
PO Box 157
Clearwater BC V0E 1N0
Phone: 250.674.2257
Fax: 250.674.2173
admin@docbc.ca

Monday to Friday
8:30am–4:30pm

• Bylaw Enforcement
• Cemetery/Columbarium
• Development Services
• Economic Development
• Fire Protection
• ICBC/Motor Vehicle Agent
• North Thompson Sportsplex

(no lunch break)

Saturday, Sunday
& Stats: No Service
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY
PHONE NUMBER:
250.674.3015

• Parks and Recreation
• Public Works
(Water/Sewer)
• Road Maintenance
• Street Lighting
• Transit Service

districtofclearwater.com
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Finance

Reminder from our Finance Department:
Year-end To Do’s
• Claim your Home Owner Grant (HOG): As per section 8(1) of the Home
Owner Grant Act, eligible property owners should make sure that they have
applied for their 2019 Home Owner Grant prior to January 1, 2020. Save
time and gas money by applying online at www.districtofclearwater.com.
• Pay your Utility bill: District of Clearwater residents should have received
their fourth quarter utility bill in the mail. The due date for payment was
December 2, 2019, after which time penalties will apply. On January 1,
2020, any outstanding utility amounts owing from property owners to the
District will be rolled into a taxes in arrears account. Daily interest will be
accumulated at the rate prescribed by the Province of BC.
• Pay outstanding Property Taxes: On January 1, 2020, any outstanding
2019 property taxes owed to the District will become taxes in arrears,
and any balance currently in taxes in arrears (unpaid 2018 property taxes)
will become delinquent. Delinquent accounts will become subject to tax
sale on the last Monday in September 2020. Daily interest will be
accumulated on both accounts at the rate prescribed by the Province of BC.
It is possible to pay property taxes and utility bills by monthly installments,
or any other installments you wish, in order to reduce the amount of the
taxes owing at one time and reduce interest charges on amounts held in
arrears or delinquent.

Business License
Renewals are due

January 31
2020

Renew your
business licence

Here at the District of Clearwater, we are hard at work preparing our 2020
budget. If you have any input, we’d love to hear from you! Please email
Roxanne Shepherd, Director of Finance at dof@docbc.ca with any comments
or questions.

Your business licence expires
December 31 each year. We are
sending a renewal notice in the mail
in December. Before you renew,
check and update your licence
information such as address, phone
number, email address if there
were any changes and also let us
know in case your business was
closed throughout the year.

Good to know… BC Assessment
2020 Property Assessments

Your payment is due January 31,
2020. Pay in person at the District’s
office with debit, cash or cheque
and receive your new licence in
person.

The new updated property assessments for 2020 will be released in the first
week of January 2020 and will be mailed to property owners at that time.
Assessments are also available online at evaluebc.bcassessment.ca. The 2020
property assessments will be based on market values as of July 1, 2019.

Notice of Complaint (Appeal) Process
If you feel your property assessment is incorrect, contact BC Assessment to
discuss your assessment. BC Assessment may be able to resolve your concerns.
If the issues are not resolved, the first level of appeal of a property assessment
is to the Property Assessment Review Panel (“PARP”). The deadline to file a
notice of complaint (appeal) to the Property Assessment Review Panel is
January 31, 2020.
Read the Appeal Guide by BC Assessment here:
https://info.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/appeals

www.bcassessment.ca • 1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-8322)
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Pay by cheque and send your
payment by mail to PO 157,
Clearwater BC, V0E 1N0 and receive
your new business licence by mail.
A late payment penalty fee of $25
applies to all payments received
after January 31.

Starting a new business?
Any person owning or operating
a business within the District of
Clearwater must obtain an annual
business licence to be prominently
displayed in their place of business.
For more information, go to
www.districtofclearwater.com

Council Highlights…
October 1, 2019
• Council directed Administration to bring a report back
to Council with respect to cost estimates on re-branding
the District of Clearwater logos.
• Council directed Administration to bring a report back
to Council with respect to developing a funding strategy
for recruitment efforts for the remainder of 2019 and the
2020 budget.
• Council formally adopted District of Clearwater Septage
Disposal Regulation and Management Bylaw No. 217,
2019. The new fees will come into effect January 1, 2020
• Council directed Administration to post notice
of the UN International Day of Older Persons on
the District website on October 1st and to
purchase the flag signifying the event.

Complete agenda packages and meeting minutes
can be found on our website, districtofclearwater.com

• Council gave Municipal Ticket Information (MTI) System
Bylaw No. 221, 2019 first and second reading. The MTI
system is a tool to efficiently, effectively and economically
achieve compliance with community bylaws. Council gave
first and second readings to the Noise Control,
Good Neighbour, Business Licensing, Volunteer Fire
Department, Building Regulation, Animal Control,
Traffic & Highway Use as they require amendments to
align with the proposed MTI Bylaw. In addition, Council
approved an amendment to Bylaw Investigation
and Enforcement Policy No. 1901.

November 5, 2019
• Council approved the donation of $400 towards
the Breakfast with Santa event with the funds to
be expended from 2019 Events budget.
• Council approved the revised drawing for the parkland
located at 37E Old North Thompson Highway and staff
to get cost estimates for design.
• Council approved that the surplus in the 2019 Events
Budget in the amount of $409.32 be transferred
and applied to games and activities associated
with Winterfest 2020 celebrations.
• Council waived Purchasing Policy No. 2009-02 and
approved direct awarding the contract to complete
a Road Maintenance Strategy to Urban Systems Ltd.
in the amount of $30,000; and that the Mayor and Chief
Administrative Officer execute the appropriate documents
• Council approved the appointment of the Municipal
Insurance Association as the providers for the District of
Clearwater’s liability insurance for 2020, in the maximum
amount of $17,515 and the appointment of the Municipal
Insurance Association as the providers for the District
of Clearwater’s property insurance for 2020, in the
maximum amount of $71,173 to be expended from
the 2020 Five Year Financial Plan
• Council directed staff to prepare a bylaw to establish
the Water User Fees with an annual increase of 5% per
year for a two (2) year term effective January 1, 2020
ending December 31, 2021
• Council gave Municipal Ticket Information System
Bylaw No. 221, 2019 and corresponding bylaws that
needed amending a third reading.

October 15, 2019
• Council approved a Grant-In-Aid request from the
Clearwater Children’s Art Festival in the amount
of $500 to purchase a new festival banner in 2020.
• Council approved extending the contract for winter
maintenance for Park Drive/Clearwater Village Road
multi-use pathway and Park Drive curb, gutter sidewalk
from the Highway 5 Roundabout to Robson Street
including Murtle Crescent to Helmcken Street to Borrow
Enterprises Ltd (sidewalk snow removal in part of the road
maintenance contract, pricing is what the approval is for).
• Council supported the submission of an application to the
UBCM Community Emergency Preparedness Fund for
the Volunteer & Composite Fire Departments Equipment
& Training 2019 stream in an amount up to $25,000
(this is to purchase equipment for the Fire Department).
• Council reappointed Patricia Ellis, Sille Enterprises Ltd.
K9 Systems Control as the District’s Animal Control
Officer/Pound Keeper and extended the service
agreement for one year.
• Council directed staff to proceed with a grant application
under the UBCM 2020 Community Resiliency Investment
Program of up to a maximum amount of $150,000 to
complete fuel management activities, representing
100% funding.
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November 19, 2019
• Council approved a Grant in Aid of $500 to the
Clearwater Fire Department for Breakfast with Santa
on December 7, 2019. This is a joint initiative between
the Blackpool, Clearwater and Vavenby Fire Departments.
• Council directed Administration to work with the
staff of Interior Health Authority to resurrect the
Physician Recruitment Committee and Council will
consider increasing the District’s recruitment budget
to $15,000 for 2020.
• Council directed Administration to research the costs
to complete a refresh to the Official Community Plan
and asked that Administration arrange for a presentation
to Council on the current trends taking place in
Community Development.
• Council voted in favour of establishing an Economic
Development Task Force as a pilot for a one-year term
to meet on a quarterly basis. The Task Force is to be
made up of participants from economic sectors
represented in Clearwater.
• Council directed Administration to provide a report
to Council regarding the feasibility of establishing
a micro village (tiny homes), the report is to include
zoning and building requirements (due January, 2020).

• Council voted in favour of the Wells Gray Community
Forest Commission approving the grant request from
the Trails Task Force Committee in the amount of $30,000
for the planning and design of the connecting multi-use
pathway between the Wells Gray Inn intersection and
the Highway 5 Roundabout.
• Council voted in favour of the Wells Gray Community
Forest Commission approving the grant request for
matching funds from the Clearwater and District Road
Rescue Society in the amount of$26,000 for the purchase
of Jaws of Life, power plant, spreader, cutter and power
ram unit equipment.
• Council gave first, second and third readings to the District
Sewer and Water User Fees Bylaws (5% Water, 10% Sewer).
• Council formally adopted the District of Clearwater
Municipal Ticket Information Bylaw and the corresponding bylaws that required amendments to fines.
• Council gave first and second reading to OCP Amendment
Bylaw 230 and Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 231 with
respect to 37E Old North Thompson Highway and Official
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 232 with respect
to Development Permit areas. Public Hearings will be
scheduled in conjunction with a Regular Council
meeting in the new year.

Utility Rate Increase
On December 3, 2019 Council adopted District of Clearwater Sewer User Fees for 2020-2023 Bylaw No. 218, 2019 and
Water User Fees for 2020-2023 Bylaw No. 219, 2019. These two bylaws will increase water and sewer rates effective
January 1, 2020.
The residential water rate is increasing from $26.46 per month to $27.78 per month or from $79.38 per (quarter) billing
to $83.35 per (quarter) billing. This equates to an annual increase of $15.88 for residential customers for 2020.
The residential sewer rates are increasing from $30.25 per month to $33.28 per month or from $90.75 per (quarter)
billing to $99.83 per (quarter) billing. This equates to an annual increase of $36.32 for residential customers for 2020.
Only those residents on the water and/or sewer system pay these fees.

5

2020 Meeting Schedule
January
2020***

February

7

Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole

7

Regular Council Meeting

13

Joint Services Committee

14

Strategic Planning Session with Council

16

TNRD Regular Board Meeting

21

Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole

21

Regular Council Meeting

31

Community to Community Forum

4

April

Joint Services Committee

14

Economic Development
Committee of the Whole

14

Regular Council Meeting

16

TNRD Board Meeting

12

TNRD Educational Session—Out of Town

13

TNRD Board Meeting

Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole

18

Infrastructure Committee of the Whole

4

Regular Council Meeting

18

Regular Council Meeting

18

Economic Development
Committee of the Whole

1

Parks & Recreation
Committee of the Whole

18

Regular Council Meeting

1

Regular Council Meeting

20

TNRD Regular Board Meeting

14

Joint Services Committee

21

TNRD Committee of the Whole

15

L GLA Elected Officials Seminar
Vancouver Radisson Airport

Economic Development
Committee of the Whole

15

Regular Council Meeting

3

Infrastructure Committee of the Whole

13

TNRD Board Meeting

3

Regular Council Meeting

9

Joint Services Committee

12

TNRD Board Meeting

26

TNRD Board Meeting (Budget)

June

July**

August**

September

September 21–25 UBCM Convention, Victoria
October

6

Infrastructure Committee of the Whole

6

Regular Council Meeting
TNRD Board Meeting

7

 arks & Recreation
P
Committee of the Whole

15
16

TNRD Committee of the Whole

7

Regular Council Meeting

20

21

Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole

 arks & Recreation
P
Committee of the Whole

21

Regular Council Meeting

20

Regular Council Meeting

23

TNRD Board Meeting

3

Economic Development
Committee of the Whole

SILGA Convention, Vernon

3

Regular Council Meeting

5

Finance & Audit Committee of the Whole

17

Infrastructure Committee of the Whole

5

Regular Council Meeting

17

Regular Council Meeting

11

Joint Services Committee

19

TNRD Inaugural Board Meeting

14

TNRD Board Meeting

1

Finance Committee of the Whole
Regular Council Meeting
TNRD Board Meeting

April 28–May 1
May

LGMA Annual Conference, Kelowna
13

February 5–7
March*

June 10–11

November

December

15

TNRD Committee of the Whole

1

19

Economic Development
Committee of the Whole

17

19

Regular Council Meeting

2

Infrastructure Committee of the Whole

2

Regular Council Meeting

16

 arks & Recreation
P
Committee of the Whole

16

Regular Council Meeting

18

TNRD Board Meeting

*  only one meeting will be held in March
to accommodate Spring Break
** i n accordance with Council Procedure Bylaw 131,
only one meeting will be held in the months
of July and August, on the second Tuesday of July
and the third Tuesday of August
***meetings in January will be held on the second
and fourth Tuesday; only one meeting will be held
in December to accommodate the holiday season.
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These are the road maintenance contractors responsible for
maintenance and snow plowing within the District of Clearwater.

Call the contractor depending on your area:
District of Clearwater Municipal Roads

Borrow

Yellowhead Highway & Clearwater Valley Road

Argo

Dunn Lake Road (within Municipal Boundary)

Borrow

Candle Creek Road–Birch Road

Argo

Rest of Candle Creek Road

Borrow

Municipal Ticket
Information Bylaw

Borrow Enterprises Ltd. • 250.674.8776
Argo Road Maintenance Ltd. • 1.800.661.2025

Septage Disposal Fee Increase
During the October 1, 2019 Regular Council Meeting, Council formally
adopted the District of Clearwater Septage Disposal Regulation and
Management Bylaw No. 217, 2019. The new fees will come into effect
January 1, 2020. The new fee per m³ is $33 from previously $30/m³.
This bylaw can be found on the district website under “Bylaws”.
Disclaimer: Septage Receiving is a revenue neutral service paid only by residents/
businesses on the septage system.

ICBC News

Extended Third Party Liability Coverage
If you’re at fault in a crash, it could cost more than you think. Third Party
Liability insurance protects you from the financial risk of an at-fault crash.
If you’re found responsible for a crash, you could be liable for damages,
lost income, care expenses and more—for both the other driver and their
passengers.
Your Basic Auto Insurance includes up to $200,000 in Third Party Liability
coverage. However the costs of a crash could be significantly higher—and
you could be responsible for the difference.
It’s simple: the lower your coverage, the higher your risk.
How does Extended Third Party Liability coverage help you
Extending your Third Party Liability protects you from having to pay costs
that go above your Basic Insurance limit.
Extended Third Party Liability means:
• you’ll be protected against paying for injury and damage
costs up to the limit of your coverage
• the equity in your home or other assets won’t be at risk
• for a relatively small percentage of your overall premium,
you get peace of mind
You can increase your coverage to a limit of $5 million.
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The Council for the District of Clearwater
adopted a Municipal Ticket Information
(MTI) Bylaw that will enable the District
to prosecute for minor and medium
contraventions of the local government
bylaws.
The MTI System is a tool to efficiently,
effectively and economically achieve
compliance with community bylaws.

The MTI System resembles a provincial
violation ticket. An enforcement officer
can certify the allegation and deliver the
ticket to the alleged offender. The alleged
offender may then choose to admit to
the offence and pay the penalty without
appearing in court. Bylaws that are not
enforceable under the Municipal Ticket
Information System relate to motor
vehicle speed limits (enforced by police)
or regulating the discharge of firearms.
Local government bylaws that
have fine provisions include:
• Noise Control
• Good Neighbour
• Business Licensing
• Volunteer Fire Department
• Building Bylaw
• Animal Control
• Traffic
• Smoking and Vaping
Visit our website at
www.districtofclearwater.com
to view these bylaws.

10 Holiday Survival Tips:
1

Don’t sit down all day. We know every Christmas
special under the sun will be showing on the TV, but
you don’t need to plunk yourself on the couch all day!
Encourage the whole family to get out for a walk at
some point—ideally, after dinner to aid digestion.

2

Go easy on the booze. If you are firmly ensconced
at home over the festive period, those drinks
can really mount up. Mulled wine on Christmas
eve, Irish Cream and coffee with breakfast, wine
with dinner, brandy… the list goes on! So, do
try to keep tabs on how much you are drinking,
and intersperse alcoholic drinks with soft ones.

3

Don’t give yourself a Christmas stuffing! Recent
research suggests that we consume around 3,000
calories in our Christmas dinner—more than the
entire recommended daily intake for a grown man!
This huge feast not only contributes to weight
gain but also to indigestion and heartburn—not to
mention lethargy for the rest of the day, reducing
the chances of you burning much of it off. Instead
of gorging yourself on Christmas dinner, eat a
normal-sized meal and then take a 20-minute break
to see if you are still hungry (it takes this long for
the brain to register that the stomach is full). The
chances are, you’ll realize you’ve had enough.

4

Keep colds at bay. Colds are common at Christmas,
partly because many of us travel around the country,
exposing ourselves—and others—to different cold
viruses. Minimize your risks by maintaining a healthy
immune system (eating a healthy diet, getting
enough sleep, staying hydrated and frequent hand
washing), so you are more able to fight off any viruses.

5

Don’t stress. ‘Tis the season to be jolly’ but jolly is
the last thing many of us feel with overspending,
cooking, cleaning, endless ‘to do’ lists and visitors
we could do without. Try to keep a sense of humor
and proportion. Is it really the end of the world if
the carrots are overcooked or if the mantelpiece
is a bit dusty? Remember, Christmas is just one
day out of 365 and it isn’t worth stressing over.
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6

Eat fruit. Let’s be honest, most of us get through
the entire Christmas period eating no more fruit
than the orange in the Christmas stocking. It just
doesn’t really feature on the Christmas menu. But
at this time of late nights, overindulging and social
gatherings, it’s more important than ever to get
your vitamins and minerals, to help you stay in
good health. (And no, mulled wine doesn’t count!)

7

Do something for others. It’s hard to avoid the
consumerism that has overtaken Christmas in the
western world, but it doesn’t all have to be about
giving or receiving gifts. Try to do something for
others this festive season, whether it’s baking
some extra cookies for an elderly neighbor, inviting
an acquaintance who doesn’t have family around
them to your home or volunteer at a local charity.

8

Think before you eat. Christmas is a time of
plenty, and with nuts, chocolates, shortbread etc.
wherever you look, it would be rather Scrooge-like
to suggest that you don’t eat any treats over the
festive period! But rather than mindlessly popping
whatever is in front of you in your mouth, spend
a moment thinking about whether you really
want it, or are just eating it because it’s there. And
if you do really want it, enjoy it in moderation!

9

Engage your brain. Instead of switching off in front
of the TV, keep your mind active by playing games like
Yahtzee or cards. This is also a great way of getting
everyone together. If you aren’t a ‘game’ person,
engage your mind by setting up any new gadgets,
such as Playstations, iPads, mobile phones or laptops.
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Be grateful—Focus on all the positives and as a
result you will feel more joyful and in the moment.

HEALTHY
LIVING GUIDE

NTSP ACTIVITIES

Registration Starts
December 11

FREE Family Skating

Check your mailboxes for
the new recreation guide
coming soon! Registration
starts December 11!

December 6/8
December 13/15
FREE Family Skating sponsored by
Greenstamp Harvesting

December 20
FREE Family Skating
sponsored by BJC HVAC

December 21,22:
Open

December 22
FREE Family Skating
sponsored by BJC HVAC

December 23

Community Recreation

Healthy Living Guide
Winter/Spring 2020 | districtofclearwater.com

CRHL program registration opens
December 11, 2019

WinterFEST

January 17–26
See Page 12 for more info

“H-ELF-y” Smoothie Recipe
Ingredients
• 1 cup spinach (fresh)
• ½ to 1 cup water
• 1/2 cup frozen mango
• ½ cup cucumber
• 1 kiwi, peeled and chopped
• ½ tsp fresh ginger
• 1 tsp honey (optional)

FREE Santa Skate sponsored by
Century 21 and Home Hardware.
Enjoy free skating with Santa!
Free hot dogs and hot chocolate!

December 24
FREE Family Skating
(if Ski Hill is not open)

December 25,26
Closed

Instructions
1. Add spinach to blender with
water. Blend together until smooth.
(Should resemble green water
when blended well).
2. Add mango, cucumber, kiwi,
ginger, and honey to blender.
3. Blend all together until smooth
and creamy. Depending on your
blender, this could take as little as
30 seconds or as long as 2 minutes.
4. Pour into a glass and
serve immediately.

December 27,28,29,30
Open

December 27/29
FREE Family Skating
sponsored by TNT Transmissions

December 31 and Jan 1
Closed

January 3/5
FREE Family Skating
sponsored by Buy Low Foods

January 12
FREE Family Skating
sponsored by Colborne Logging

January 17/19
Winterfest Skate

January 24/26
FREE Family Skating sponsored by
Wadlegger Logging and Construction

February 2
FREE Family Skating

February 7/9
FREE Family Skating sponsored by the
Clearwater & District Food Bank

February 28/March 1
Family Skating sponsored by
Mitch and Kim Miller
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A Community
with Heart
—COUNCILLOR BARRY BANFORD

With the winter season upon us, I am always reminded
of one reason Clearwater is a great place to live. I live
on a small cul-de-sac with about 14 homes and our
neighborhood, like most, is made up of many different
people of all ages. Some are seniors, some have families,
some are employed doing shift work or work long hours
and some don’t, but we all share a sense of community in
our little area. Let me explain:
Imagine waking up one morning to someone making
noise outside your house. You look out the window and
a neighbor is outside shoveling your driveway. You get
up and go outside to say thank you and help finish your
own driveway. Then, since you are both outside let’s go do
another neighbor’s driveway and another and another. I
can’t count the number of times that two, three or four of
us are all outside cleaning driveways together. Sometimes
it is even late at night when it has snowed, and you know
a neighbor is coming home from working a late shift.
Think about how you feel when you are gone for the day
or longer and you come home to a clean driveway. But
why do it? You weren’t asked to, you don’t have to, you
aren’t getting paid. You do it because it is a good thing to
do, because you care, because it is an act of kindness.

We are told to treat others the way you would like to be
treated. Isn’t that what kindness is all about. If you look
around, you see it every day. Someone holding a door
open for a senior or a mother with children. Someone
telling you to go in front of them in the store because
you only have two items. Someone traveling to Kamloops
and offering others a ride. In Clearwater, our community,
people care about others and that is what makes it a
special place to live. Whether it is volunteers giving their
time to support a community event or a community
fundraiser for a charity or someone in need. People in our
community have heart.
For me, the heart of our community are the people. Each
and everyone one of you make Clearwater a special place.
Think about how caring our community truly is and watch
for those acts of kindness that you see every day. Then as
the movie says, “Pay if Forward” and you will be surprised
at the change in you and others around you. Clearwater
has faced challenges before, as we are now. But our
community is strong because of the people who live in it
and the way they step forward to meet those challenges.
Together we will continue to make Clearwater a place
that people want to visit and a great place to live.

Jan Westendorp is retiring

from the Clearwater Volunteer Fire Department
Jan had been a firefighter with Surrey Fire for 27 years when he moved to
Clearwater in 2001. After his move, he initially did not join the Clearwater
Department due to the distance to the hall; his home is outside the District
boundary in Birch Island. He decided to join the local fire department in
2011, 10 years after his move, to pay it forward and share his experience and
knowledge with his fellow firefighters.
Jan served as a Firefighter, acquired the position of Safety Officer/ Training
Officer and took on another important key role: He became the certified
Driving Instructor for the department and since has spent countless hours
in the Officer’s seat of the Engines, coaching and instructing numerous
firefighters over the years.
Jan always took on extra duties and tasks around the station such as fire
education and put his fine carpentry skills to use with many projects.
Jan was a valuable asset to the Clearwater Fire Department and is very
respected, highly appreciated and will be truly missed.
Jan, thank you for your service and dedication to the fire service.
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Fire Department
Unwanted Blazes
—A Fire in Your Chimney
Don’t wait until it is too late. Take precautions now to make sure you have a clean, safe chimney system.

Identify a Chimney Fire

What causes the fire in the first place?

There are two different types of chimney fires that can cause
substantial damage to your chimney and possibly your home.

• creosote build-up is the main cause of chimney fires.
• the creosote comes from particles that were not fully burned
• when the temperatures in the chimney lower, particles
attach to the chimney walls forming the creosote.
• when the temperatures within the chimney are below
250 degrees Fahrenheit, the substance in the smoke
will condense and stick to the walls
• when the temperature drops below 150 degrees Fahrenheit,
the substance again changes form to a dark, sticky, sometimes
flaky substance which can easily catch on fire, and therefore
is the root cause of the chimney fires.

Free Burning:
• fire sounds like a freight train or roaring airplane
in your chimney
• blaze is loud and unmistakable
• often dramatic flames or billowing smoke may
leap out of your chimney top
Slow Burning:
• quieter version of a chimney fire is also dangerous
• may go unnoticed
• fire burns slowly at high temperatures and can cause
structural damage to your chimney and catch flammable
parts of your home on fire

How much damage can a chimney fire cause?
The type of chimney and the strength of the fire determine
how much damage is done to the chimney.
Masonry Chimneys:
• a chimney fire can cause severe damage to the structure
of the chimney (walls may crack, the tile or clay liner pieces
may break or even collapse from the high heat)
• a chimney fire can get up to 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit,
enough heat to even melt metals
• often the first fire will do some type of damage to the structure
and the liner will crack or the mortar will be displaced
• if the issue is not addressed, the second chimney fire will
utilize the pathway created by the first fire and make nearby
flammable materials of the home go up into flames.
• It is often hot enough to even catch the roof
or other wood around the chimney on fire

What to do if a chimney fire happens at your residence?
• get everyone out of harm’s way and call 9-1-1
• if everyone is safe and if possible; cut off the air supply
leading to the chimney (close the damper on the chimney
or any other pipes to smother the fire)
• after the fire has been put out call a chimney professional
right away to determine the cause of the fire to prevent
another chimney fire in the future
• prevention is key

The Best Ways to Prevent a Chimney Fire
• chimney fires are a dangerous problem, but they
are also entirely preventable
• only burn seasoned or dried out wood (dry wood
sounds hollow when hit against another piece of wood,
it is dark in color, may have cracks; it takes about 6 months
for wood to be ready to burn)
• start fires with clean newspaper or dry kindling
—Gasoline or kerosene should never be used to start a fire
• never burn cardboard boxes, wrapping paper
or your Christmas tree
• burn large logs, rather than many smaller logs when possible
• burn only the materials that are meant to be burnt
(This is crucial to keeping your chimney in a safe
and working condition)
• get annual chimney inspections and cleanings regularly to
remove the excess creosote from the chimney walls and ensure
safe burning, this is a critical part of home maintenance

Prefabricated Chimneys:
• factory built, metal chimneys must pass regulated
guidelines and stand up to high temperatures, but they
are not immune to damage from chimney fires
• the metal liner of prefabricated chimneys can collapse
or be distorted by high temperatures.
• liner must be completely replaced before the chimney
is used again after a fire
A clean chimney will not burst into flame, therefore proper
care and regular cleanings are necessary to ensure the
safety of your family and your home. Don’t get caught
off guard by the roaring sounds and raging blazes
coming from inside the chimney walls, keep a clean
chimney and you’ll have a safer house!
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Love Where You Live SWAG
Are you looking for a unique gift?
Or do you just love where you live?

Get your tumbler, coffee
mug, tshirt, lanyard, or
grocery tote today!

CLEARWATER, BC

Limited quantities.
We are open Monday–Friday 8:30am–
4:30pm and accept Debit, Cash, or Cheque
payments. The Sportsplex also has these
items for sale.

We are inviting your organization or club
to get involved in Winter Fest in January 2020.

WinterFEST
January 17–26, 2020

In the past, the Winter Festival has solely evolved around
winter sports. This year, we would like to include all
winter activities and involve the entire community.
Whether it is enjoying the coffee house, playing cards
with neighbors and friends, engaging in sports, reading
with the book club, doing art or making chocolate; help us
in creating a weeklong Winter Fest for everyone. Contact
the District’s office if your organization or club is ready to
commit, we are looking forward to hearing from you.

Let’s Celebrate the
Canadian Winter TOGETHER

This is a community event involving
numerous local organizations/associations
offering activities for all ages and stages.
Including Clearwater Hockey Days at the
Sportsplex (Minor Hockey Games, Family skating,
Men’s & Ladies Drop-In Hockey, raffles, draws
and contests, specials at the concession),
skiing at the local ski hill, cross country skiing,
curling bonspiel, ice fishing and more.
Most activities are weather depending.

To support this event, wear a jersey or winter
gear (scarf, toque) to work or school, participate
in the events, come out and watch a game
at the rink or put your skates on.
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Check out the
complete events
schedule on the
District’s Facebook
page, in the local
newspaper closer
to the date or on
poster around town.

