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District Services

• Bylaw Enforcement
• Cemetery/Columbarium
• Development Services
• Economic Development
• Fire Protection
• ICBC/Motor Vehicle Agent
• North Thompson Sportsplex

• Parks and Recreation
•  Public Works  

(Water/Sewer)
• Road Maintenance
• Street Lighting
• Transit Service

districtofclearwater.com

District of Clearwater

This newsletter contains information valid for residents within the District of Clearwater. Due to residents from the surrounding Area A  
(Blackpool, Birch Island, part of Vavenby, Upper Clearwater) doing business and using services in town, this newsletter is mailed to those  
residents as well. You may also view this information online at www.districtofclearwater.com/news.

For reliable and current information, follow us here: /District of Clearwater

Wells Gray Community Forest 
—PRESCRIBED BURNING
The Wells Gray Community Forest and the BC Wildfire Service 
have been developing plans to conduct prescribed burning 
within several harvested blocks in the Wells Gray Community 
Forest. The operational burn plan is in the final stages of 
development for up to three blocks (totalling approximately 
85 hectares). Block preparations (such as grinding debris piles) 
have been implemented and some pile burning will occur 
over the next couple of weeks to ensure the blocks are ready 
for prescribed fire implementation. The primary goals of this 
project are to prepare the site for planting and to reduce 
the accumulations of fuel loading to lower the intensity of a 
potential future wildfire.

While conditions on site are currently snowy, if weather and 
site conditions improve over the next couple of weeks project 
implementation will be evaluated. Burning will proceed only if 
conditions are suitable. If the burn is conducted this fall smoke 
will be visible to Clearwater, the surrounding communities and 
motorists travelling along Highway 5. Additional information 
will be shared closer to project implementation.
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We are very happy to be welcoming new faces at the District of Clearwater: Shane Woolliscroft Public Works Foreman; 
Clayton Sollows Labourer in Public Works Department; and Megan Sim Communication/Legislative Assistant 
—if you see these sunny faces around town say hi!

Raccoons
Raccoons (Procyon lotor) can be found throughout Southern 
BC including Clearwater. Raccoons are opportunistic 
omnivores, feeding on an extremely varied diet and 
continually exploring their habitat to exploit new food 
sources. Highly adaptable, raccoons can thrive in the densest 
of urban centers.

Raccoons can cause significant damage to gardens, buildings, 
crops, and livestock in their search for food and denning sites. 
Some people feed raccoons under the mistaken idea that 
this helps them. Food-conditioned and human-habituated 
raccoons become bolder around humans and can even cause 
injury. A high percentage of raccoons can carry a roundworm 
parasite that is potentially dangerous to humans; therefore 
care should be taken in dealing with feces left by raccoons. 
While raccoons have the potential to carry rabies, there have 

been no cases of rabies found in raccoons in BC. Children 
should be taught not to approach any wildlife, as serious bites 
and scratches may result from an encounter with a raccoon.

Raccoons are protected under the BC Wildlife Act. Though 
trapping and relocating raccoons without a permit is allowed 
if they are causing damage on a person’s property, it can 
be challenging to do so humanely and safely. WildSafeBC 
recommends exploring other options under “Conflict 
Reduction” that may have longer lasting results. If removal is 
necessary, consider contacting a qualified pest management 
contractor.                                                                  Source: wildsafebc.com

Fall Cleanup 
Fall is the perfect time for yard cleanup and composting garden leftovers. The benefits of naturally recycling organic 
material are huge; however, leaving such stinky and nutrient rich matter out in the open may lead to unwelcome visitors 
munching away on the scraps! As we enter the colder months, animals are looking to fatten up and your yard waste is 
an easy munching spot. 

To reduce the presence of these furry visitors in your and your neighbors’ yard, ensure that your property is clean  
of uncontained compostable material that animals may take as an invitation for mealtime. Using closed composters  
is a safe and natural way to rid organic matter from your property and creates nutrient rich soil that is great for next 
year’s garden.

During your fall cleanup, you may find that you have quite a bit of debris that has cluttered up your yard. If this is 
the case, the EcoDepot is a perfect place to safely dispose of a wide range of material. Please note that some items 
may be subject to a fee; however, many items can be dropped off free of charge: 

• Household garbage ($)
• Household recycling
• Mattresses & Box Springs ($)
• Tires
• Clothing
• Cooling appliances
• Asphalt & concrete ($)

• Residential yard waste
• Batteries—Household, automotive
•  Used oil, paints, pesticides,  

and flammables
• Wood waste, asphalt shingles ($)
• Demolition, renovation, and 

construction materials ($)

• Large appliances, scrap metal, 
propane tanks 

• Industrial, commercial,  
and institutional recycling ($)

• Industrial, commercial, and 
institutional yard waste ($)

• Electronics & small appliances

If you would like more information on how you can be a good neighbor, please refer to our “Good Neighbour Bylaw” 
(Bylaw No. 56, 2010) which can be found on the District of Clearwater’s website districtofclearwater.com .

Welcome!
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Seasonal Parking Ban on District Road Right of Way for Winter
A seasonal parking ban goes into effect on the road right of way to allow for proper snow 
removal and buildup of snow from the road. 

When a seasonal parking ban route is in effect, a person must not park a vehicle on any 
portion of a highway or road as identified in the seasonal parking ban route. 

If the vehicle has been parked in that location previous to the designation, the owner 
must remove the vehicle within 8 hours of the designation being posted.

Roads

Water Flushing
Water main flushing is a key component in maintaining 
water quality throughout the water distribution system. 
The District of Clearwater performs water main flushing 
on a biannual basis—spring and fall. 

Water main flushing utilizes water velocities created by 
“pulling” larger than normal volumes through the system 
to clean the water main. Public Works crews systematically 
turn water valves and fire hydrants on and off to effectively 
flush the water system.  

When the Public Works staff is flushing water mains in the 
community you may experience a loss in pressure, cloudy 
water and/or discoloration—none of which are a health 
concern. Should you experience any of those conditions 
once the flushing has ceased, please run an exterior tap 
for a minimum of 5 minutes or until the water clears.

If you experience prolonged pressure loss and/or 
discoloration, please contact the District of Clearwater at 
250.674.2257

Fall Flushing Program: October 20–November 13, 2020

QR Code access  
to the map below



4 5

CRHL Clearwater Community Recreation  
and Healthy Living Program

Caregiver & Child Yoga–Live streams
Denica Kelly

This fun 30 min class will consist of easy poses, movement,  
play, and song—the class is flexible and will allow children  
to join in the practice when/if they feel comfortable. You will  
spend time moving on your own, but also spend time bonding 
while you incorporate your child in poses. This is a great way  
to deepen your parent/child relationship, build balance 
and coordination, improve body and breath awareness  
and range of motion. 
Date: Fridays, Nov. 6–27
Time: 10:30– 11:00am
Cost: FREE 
Location: Live streaming on the Clearwater Community 
Recreation Healthy Living Program Facebook Page
* Videos will be live streamed, recorded,  
and posted for your viewing convenience

SomatiKa—Live streaming FREE
Sharon Neufeld RMT TH

Aging can be a series of forgetting how to move when  
long held pain and movement traumas are held in the  
body’s memory. Somatika retrains the body how to move  
in balance, gently without strain or pain, through slow,  
mindful movements. The result is a reduction of pain and an 
increase in function. This occurs when the soma (the body  
as it is aware of itself) is awakened. Amnesia in the map  
of the body, this happens with pain, trauma and movement 
patterns. This improves and can disappear, hence quality  
of life is better as activities increase. Other benefits include 
increased physical and mental wellness, decrease in  
anxiety, deeper sleep, relief of GI difficulties  
and memory.
Date: Tuesdays until Dec. 15
Time: 11:00am–12:00pm
Cost: FREE
Location: Live streaming on the Clearwater Community  
Recreation Healthy Living Program Facebook Page
* Videos will be live streamed, recorded,  
and posted for your viewing convenience

Senior’s Sit & Be Fit—Live streaming FREE
Sabine Cooperman & Sylvia Arduini

The Sit and Be Fit Program is an innovative health and  
exercise program that helps older adults live healthy, active 
lifestyles. Our instructors will lead you through a series of 
resistance exercises, with or without weight (water bottles  
or light dumbbells), and stretches to help you build muscle  
and keep fit. This program is being offered in partnership  
with Wells Gray Country Senior’s Society. 
Date: Mondays with Sabine & Wednesdays with Sylvia
Time: 10:30am 
Cost: FREE
Location: Live streaming on the Clearwater Community  
Recreation Healthy Living Program Facebook Page
* Videos will be live streamed, recorded, 
and posted for your viewing convenience

Yoga on the Mat–Live streaming FREE
Sabine Cooperman & Sylvia Arduini

Become more fit, flexible, improve your breathing, and relax  
your mind. Postures can be modified to suit most fitness levels. 
Date: Mondays with Sabine & Wednesdays with Sylvia
Time: 11:00am 
Cost: FREE
Location: Live streaming on the Clearwater Community  
Recreation Healthy Living Program Facebook Page
* Videos will be live streamed, recorded,  
and posted for your viewing convenience

COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease)  
Virtual Support Group
These meetings are intended for those suffering with  
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease or other breathing  
issues and their family and/or caregivers, to have a safe  
place to discuss and support each other. 
Dates: Fridays, Nov. 27, Dec. 18, Jan. 22
Time: 1:00pm start
Cost: FREE
Email: healthyliving@docbc.ca for your virtual Zoom invite 

Council is committed to continuing the delivery of the Community Recreation Healthy Living program 
—this program aligns with the Council’s Strategic Priorities for a healthy community and the program is a 
key pillar of a sustainable community. 

The District is seeking a suitable candidate to fill the Community Recreation / Healthy Living Coordinator 
position—the job description can be found at… 

districtofclearwater.com/municipal-hall/opportunities/
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Guitar Basics—online via Zoom
Brenden Benoit

This class is designed for beginners on the guitar  
or players who would like to fill in the gaps in their  
basic overall knowledge of the instrument.  
The idea is to get you playing right away.
Date: Wednesdays Nov. 4–25
Time: 4:00pm
Cost: FREE
Email: info@sonamusic.ca  
for more info or to sign up!

Pickleball!
Cost: $2 Drop In 
Location: DLCC Gymnasium
Date: Mondays until Dec. 16 &  
Thursdays until Dec. 19
Time: 12:30–2:00pm
*Slow & Easy play:
Date: Mondays until Dec. 16
Time: 11:30am–12:30pm
*NEW! Drop-in time for beginners only!  
Local pickleball enthusiast, Norm Haring  
will be there to answer questions  
and give basic instruction if needed.
Date: Tuesdays Nov. 24–Dec. 15
Time: 7–8:00ish pm

Teen Life Group
All teens WELCOME. This is a safe nonjudgmental  
environment where we respect and celebrate others. 
This group helps lower stress, and how to learn about  
and deal with conflicts we may be having in our lives.  
In this group we talk about topics such as effective 
communication, healthy relationships, boundaries,  
and perceptions. FREE DROP IN weekly teen life group  
for everyone. ALL teens are welcome, ALL beliefs,  
genders, and backgrounds. We will be having group  
discussions on the following and more:
*  personal development (with interactive  

activities, participate at your comfort level)
*  different beliefs and perspectives
*  how to have a productive mindset  

and thought patterns
*  healthy ways to communicate
*  boundaries—clarifying what is and what isn’t  

your responsibility
*  ideas on how to deal with fears worries and stress
*  understanding and practicing feelings/emotions 
Date: Selective Thursdays
Time: 3:00–4:00pm
Cost: FREE drop in
Location: Room 510 Clearwater Secondary School  
Call or text Vix to join FREE: 250.674.1798

* PLEASE NOTE: We are currently running group 
fitness, Pilates & Yoga classes. Sessions are full 
and because of limited space due to COVID-19,  
we cannot accept drop ins at this time.  
If you would like to be added to our drop in  
wait list, please text or call 250.674.8881.

Tune in LIVE! on Tuesday afternoons  
to the Clearwater Community Recreation  
and Healthy Living facebook page 

November 10:  Pickleball tutorial with Norm Haring
November 17:   Mobility stretching with Lu Benton,  

certified fitness instructor
November 24:   Fire Department—keeping your chimney clean  

and how to use a fire extinguisher
December 1:  Seniors medication listing for EMT’s
December 8:  Well Gray Community Forest—what’s it all about?
December 15:  Kid’s entertainment! TBA



October 6, 2020
• Council voted in favour of authorizing Mayor Blackwell to 

send letter(s) to the Interior Health Authority (IHA) and/or 
the Executive Director expressing concerns about IHA  
not holding a flu clinic in Clearwater this fall.

•  Council approved the establishment of the Recruitment  
and Retention Committee, with the initial focus on 
Professional Healthcare and will work with the  
corresponding stakeholders and agencies pertinent  
to health care to develop a Terms of Reference for 
Council’s consideration and adoption.

•  Council approved in principal a reduction of $500/month 
to the Wells Gray Curling Club Lease Agreement for the 
2020/2021 season with a caveat that if the ViaSport grant 
funds are successful the reduction of $500/month to the 
lease agreement is void. This is to be reviewed at the  
end of the season.

•  Council approved a recommendation forwarded by the 
Joint Services Committee that the Chip Storage Shelter 
be constructed this fall (2020) and that the contract for 
construction be awarded to OTL Construction in the amount 
of up to $83,900 (excluding GST). The 2020-2024 Five 
Year Financial Plan bylaw will be amended to include an 
expenditure for an additional Project amount of $44,215 
to be funded by Thompson Nicola Regional District Area A 
Gas Tax for $13,500 and the Sportsplex Reserve of $30,715.

•  Council approved the Development Permit for the  
property located at 497 Eden Road. The owner wishes  
to re-develop the site with a new service station (Canco), 
convenience store, and pizza shop. The proposal also  
involves site improvements including new landscaping, 
curbing, and asphalt paving.

•  Council approved engaging Forsite Consultants Ltd.  
to complete the 2021 Community Resiliency Investment 
Program, FireSmart Community Funding & Supports 
application and the expenditure of up to $5,000 with  
funds to be allocated from 2020 Council contingency.

• Council directed staff to proceed with a grant application 
under the UBCM 2021 CRI Program, FireSmart Community 
Funding & Supports for the allocation of $150,000 to 
complete fuel management activities, representing  
100% funding.

•  Council formally adopted Permissive Tax Exemption 
—Affordable Housing Bylaw No. 171, Amendment  
Bylaw No. 242, 2020.

•  Council voted in favour of providing 100% support  
exemption of the Development Cost Charges and to  
waive sewer and water connection fees for Phase 5  
of the seniors housing development owned by  
Evergreen Acres Seniors Housing Society.

October 27, 2020
• Council approved postponing a review of the zoned  

water metering until 2022 and directed staff to provide 
a report on next steps towards water conservation.

• Council approved reducing the speed limit from 50km/hr  
to 30 km/hr on Miller and Davey Road.

• Council directed Administration to investigate the costs  
to engage a Traffic Engineering firm to complete a report  
for the implementation of best suited traffic calming 
measures for the Park Drive/Murtle Crescent and Robson 
Street/Murtle Road intersections.

• Council approved an expenditure in principle for a  
financial contribution of $300,000 to build the Amenity 
Building included in Phase 5 of the Evergreen Acres Senior 
Housing Society project, these funds are directed from  
the Wells Gray Community Forest Commission.

• Council directed Administration to proceed with a grant 
application in the amount of $294,500 (100% funding)  
under the UBCM 2021 Community Resiliency Investment 
Program to complete fuel management activities.

• Council approved the submission of a grant application 
for funding in the amount of $8,003,813 (100% funding) 
through the Investing in Canada Infrastructure program  
for the Sewer Distribution System Expansion – Area 2.

• Council approved amending the 2020 Five Year Financial  
Plan to include a Funding Agreement for Road Maintenance 
of $392,000 from Trans Mountain Pipeline LP and that 
$64,000 of this funding be allocated to required works  
on the District portion of Dunn Lake Road.

• Council directed Administration to proceed with a grant 
application for up to a maximum amount of $475,000  
(100% funding) to complete the Wells Gray Inn to  
Highway 5 Roundabout multi-use paved pathway.

• Council approved providing a letter of support for TELUS 
to submit an application to the Northern Development 
Initiative Trust fund to provide increased broadband 
connectivity for the extension of the existing Mascon  
service for 60 residents from Park Drive to the end  
of Raft River Road.

• Council supported a recommendation to post signage  
and social media posts requesting the public to wear  
a mask when entering and doing business  
at Municipal Hall.

Council Highlights…

Council Meetings can be viewed online at youtube.com/user/ 
DistrictofClearwater and Agendas and Minutes viewed online  
on our website. There is also a form that can be submitted  
for agenda related questions: districtofclearwater.com/ 
council-meetings-can-be-viewed-online/

6



Council Meetings can be viewed online at youtube.com/user/ 
DistrictofClearwater and Agendas and Minutes viewed online  
on our website. There is also a form that can be submitted  
for agenda related questions: districtofclearwater.com/ 
council-meetings-can-be-viewed-online/

  2020 Grants
1 Province of BC—Small Community Grant $ 435,411.00 

2 Heritage Canada—Canada Day $ 600.00 
3 Canada Summer Jobs—3 students $ 8,432.00 
4 BCRPA—Family Day $ 1,000.00 
5 United Way—WGC Senior Society $ 2,950.00 
6 UBCM—Community Works Fund (Gas Tax) $ 158,122.00 
7 CARIP—Government of BC $ 4,700.00 
8 TNRD Area A—Healthy Living & Sports Co-ordinator $ 6,000.00 
9 Rural Dividend—Trails (Wyndhaven, DL Access, Candle Cr) $ 91,782.23 

10 WGCF—Trails $ 106,107.00 
11 Tourism Wells Gray $ 3,000.00 
12 UBCM Fire Dept Equipment  $ 23,910.00 
13 ICIP—Wastewater Treatment Upgrade (Cell 1) $ 1,811,251.00 
14 UBCM—CRI FireSmart—WPP $ 20,486.20 
15 UBCM—C2C Forum $ 2,511.56 
16 UBCM—CRI Risk Reduction (Fuel Mgmt) $ 181,000.00 
17 Province of BC—Community Action Plan $ 100,000.00 
18 UBCM Roads Strategy $ 9,211.43 
19 Min Poverty Reduction—Displace Labour Force $ 92,764.12 
20 Province of BC—Community Development Fund $ 170,000.00 
21 Red Cross CRI—Fire Department $ 52,000.00 
22 United Way—Recreation Programming $ 10,000.00 
24 Wells Gray Community Forest Society-Summer Youth Camp $ 2,500.00
24 Trans Mountain—Infrastructure Funds (sewer and water) $ 3,100,000.00

TOTAL $6,393,734.00

What’s up 
with Camp 
2 Road?
100 Mile Forest Service 
Road ( to Eco Depot) 
—a team of stakeholders 
will be meeting to 
establish a short and 
long term strategy  
for the maintenance  
of this road. Stay tuned.
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2020 District of Clearwater GRANTS
The District has been and is very successful in obtaining grant funds through various granting organizations and streams.  
These funds have helped build the much needed infrastructure and supported the development and implementation of 
various programming. 



Cooking Safety ChecklistThe Family’s

For more tips, visit firepreventionweek.org and sparky.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. ©2020 National Fire Protection Association®

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK™

Parents and Caregivers,
Cooking is the No. 1 cause of home fires and home 
fire injuries. This year’s  Fire Prevention Week™ (FPW) 
campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!™”, 
works to educate everyone about simple but
important actions they can take to keep
themselves and those around them safe.  

FPW is a perfect time to complete this
cooking safety checklist together. If you
checked YES on all the boxes, great job!
If some boxes are checked NO,
work together as a family
to turn them into a YES. 

Does a grown-up always pay attention to things that are cooking?

Does a grown-up watch the stovetop when he or she is frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food? 

If a grown-up must leave the kitchen for even a short period of time, does he or she turns o� the burner?

Are things that can burn, such as dish towels, curtains, or paper, away from the stovetop?

Are the stovetop, burners, and oven clean — no spilled food, grease, paper or bags?

Are pot handles turned toward the back of the stove when a grown-up is cooking?

Do children and pets stay out of the kid-free zone (3 feet or 1 meter from the stove) when a grown-up is cooking?

Are containers opened slowly when removing from the microwave? Hot steam can escape from containers
and cause burns.

Does your family have working smoke alarms on every level of the home, outside all sleeping areas,
and in each bedroom?

Does your family have a home fire escape plan?

Do you practice the plan?

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

™
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Chimney Maintenance
After many fires, carbon particles  
can accumulate and cling to the sides  
of the chimney, which can create  
a fire hazard, blockage, or a ventilation 
problem. Before winter sets in, 
make sure your chimney is properly 
maintained so you can enjoy your 
fireplace without worrying.

If you have a wood burning fireplace  
and use it once per week in the winter 
it is recommended that you clean  
your chimney at least once per year.  
If you use your fireplace everyday,  
clean it at least twice per year.

Some of the indicators that your  
chimney needs cleaning may include:
• Burned wood odours coming from  

the fireplace when it’s not in use
• Fires that tend to burn poorly,  

or any smoke coming into the  
room during a fire

• A black fireplace damper that is 
caked with creosote (a byproduct  
of charred wood). You may be able  
to reach behind the damper  
and feel for gunk buildup

9

North Thompson Sportsplex
The Sportsplex is open with a full schedule  
of skating, curling, and hockey.

FREE Family Skating is every Friday at 4:30pm  
and Sunday at 4:00pm and is offered at no charge  
due to the generous sponsorship of local businesses. 

November 6 / 8 Greenstamp Harvesting

November 13 / 15 Pharmasave

November 20 / 22 Clearwater Lodge

November 27 / 29 Nest Timber Homes

For a weekly schedule and our COVID safety  
plan check out our website.

Parks
Parks washrooms are now closed for the season. Parks are still open for your enjoyment weather permitting.
Parks garbage is not collected during the winter, please take any garbage home with you.

Ice Time is available at the rink for  
private skating or hockey parties.

Invite your family bubble or school,  
hockey, or skating cohorts. 

All our COVID safety rules have  
to be followed including:
• Do not enter if you have cold or flu symptoms
• Always maintain physical distance
• Wash your hands frequently
• Use hand sanitizer when entering facility
• Cough or sneeze into sleeve or tissue
• Wear a mask when distancing is not possible
Call Roger at 250.674.8712 for times and rates!

Chimney Maintenance Tips

Fire Department…

• Green wood (wood that has been  
very recently cut), dismantled furniture, 
and any other questionable fuels should 
not be added to the fireplace. If possible, 
burn hardwoods like maple, oak, and 
ash. These woods tend to burn long, 
have less sap, are cleaner to handle,  
and result in less creosote buildup.

• Build fires correctly: place kindling  
in a criss cross pattern overtop of 
crumbled newspaper, and place  
a couple of thin, split logs on top,  
allowing for air to circulate. Make  
sure logs are properly supported  
so they don’t slip. Always open your 
damper all the way before a fire.

• Clean your fireplace’s interior 
including its floor regularly and  
monitor for signs of buildup.  
Sweep out or vacuum up cold ashes. 
Remember to wear a dust mask  
and gloves when cleaning.

• Excess smoke coming from the  
chimney is a sign that a fire isn’t  
burning correctly. A proper fire will  
show only thin cloud of smoke. If you 
see dark smoke, adjust your dampers 
to allow for more air circulation.

• Install a chimney cap. This will keep 
animals from entering the chimney,  
and also prevent rain from falling into 
the chimney flue. A chimney cap can 
prevent heat loss in the winter, and  
also protect your chimney’s crown  
from the elements.

• Homeowners with a fireplace should be 
sure to install and maintain smoke and 
carbon monoxide inside and outside of 
bedrooms. Replace the batteries each 
season and test the detectors monthly.

 Every household with an active  
fireplace should ensure fire safety  
rules are in place so that all members  
of the family stay safe. 

• Keep workng smoke alarms  
on each level and each bedroom

• Smoke alarm maintenance— 
change batteries once per year, test 
monthly and replace after 10 years.

• Develop a home fire escape plan and  
get everyone in the household involved.  
A plan should include all important 
details: 2 exits from each room, stairs, 
halls, windows, and the meeting spot.

• PRACTICE your home escape plan!



10

Reminder from our Finance Department: Year-end To Do’s 
•  Claim your Home Owner Grant (HOG): As per section 8(1)  

of the Home Owner Grant Act, eligible property owners should 
make sure that they have applied for their 2020 Home Owner 
Grant prior to January 1, 2021. Save time and gas money by 
applying online at www.districtofclearwater.com. You will need 
your roll number and password located on the front of your  
2020 Property Tax Notice.

•  Pay your Utility Bill: District of Clearwater residents should 
receive their fourth quarter utility bill in the mail by the  
middle of October.  The due date for payment will be Monday 
November 30, 2020 after which time a 10% penalty will  
apply to current utilities. 

 On January 1, 2021, any outstanding utility amounts will  
be rolled into taxes in arrears. Daily interest will accumulate  
at the rate prescribed by the Province of BC. 

•  Pay outstanding Property Taxes: On January 1, 2021, any 
outstanding 2020 property taxes owed will become taxes 
in arrears, and any unpaid 2019 property taxes will become 
delinquent. Delinquent accounts will be subject to tax sale on 
September 27, 2021. Daily interest will accumulate on both 
accounts at the rate prescribed by the Province of BC. 

It is possible to pay property taxes and utility bills by monthly 
installments, or any other frequency of installments you wish, in 
order to reduce the amount of the taxes owing in July each year and 
reduce interest charges on arrears or delinquent. Please contact the 
Finance department to discuss your options. 

Here at the District of Clearwater, we are hard at work preparing  
the 2021 budget. If you have any input, we’d love to hear from 
you! Please email Roxanne Shepherd, Director of Finance, at  
dof@docbc.ca or call 250.674.2257 with any comments or questions. 

2021 Property Assessments 
Property assessments for 2021 will be released by BC Assessment 
the first week of January 2021 and will be mailed to property owners 
at that time. The 2021 property assessments are based on market 
values as of July 1, 2020. Assessments are also available online at 
www.bcassessment.ca. 

Notice of Complaint (Appeal) Process 
If you feel your property assessment is incorrect, contact BC 
Assessment to discuss your assessment, 1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-
8322). BC Assessment may be able to resolve your concerns. 

If the issues are not resolved, the first level of appeal of a property 
assessment is to the Property Assessment Review Panel (“PARP”). 
The deadline to file a notice of complaint (appeal) to the Property 
Assessment Review Panel is January 31st, 2021. 

Read the Appeal Guide by BC Assessment here: 
https://info.bcassessment.ca/Services-products/appeals

Finance
Streetlights
It is this time of the year, where it is longer 
dark in the morning and where it is earlier dark 
in the afternoon. As it is longer dark, we start 
relying more on the light of the streetlights.

A broken streetlight becomes a safety issue.  
We rely on the public to report broken lights.

A broken streetlight can be reported:
1. Online, by filling in an online form;
2. Email, by sending an email to  

publicworks@docbc.ca, or
3. By phone—250.674.2257.

Providing the exact location of the broken 
streetlight is key! Please provide the following 
information:
• Street name of location;
• House number closest to the street light.

Also, you may add any additional information 
that you think is useful to locating or repairing 
the street light.

After receiving your submission, we will inform 
BC Hydro with the request for repair. It may 
take up to 10 business days to have it fixed.

For more information regarding this topic or 
to report a broken street light, please visit  
our website: 
districtofclearwater.com/how-to-report-a-
broken-streetlight/ 

Thank you for your support!
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Dutch Lake Boat Launch
The District of Clearwater Council is asking for your input on 
the future activities at the Dutch Lake boat launch.  After a site 
visit, the District’s municipal insurance provided the following 
recommendation: “We recommend that the dock ladder is 
removed. Signs should be either posted or painted on the dock that 
states, but not limited to, ‘No swimming’. The ladder promotes 
swimming in an area where swimming should not be allowed. The 
mix of swimmers and boats launching/loading creates an unsafe 
environment where there is the potential for swimmers to be 
injured.” —RMS Insurance Inspector • 2016

For safety and liability purposes Council will be deciding whether 
this area should be a designated boat launch only, which means no 
swimming allowed, or remove motorized boats from launching in 
the area and designating the launching pad as hand launch only 
with swimming.  Based on past usage with respect to dogs, the 
area has been left with dog feces in abundance; therefore, there is 
consideration being given to whether all dogs should be allowed 
at the launch or service dogs only.  You can provide your input to 
Council on this issue by emailing admin@docbc.ca 

Asking for Masking
Masking up at Municipal Hall—with the rising numbers and staying inside, more staff are masking up at municipal hall. 
Council is recommending that masks be worn when you visit municipal hall for services. 

If your house number is not clearly visible 
from the road, emergency personnel (such 
as police, fire department, and ambulance 
services) will lose valuable time finding you 
in case of an emergency. 

Help us help you and make sure your house 
number is visible, clearly marked, and free  
of vegetation. 

Can you see your house number from the 
road on a dark, rainy night? If so, then we  
can too. 

Thank you, 

Your Clearwater RCMP Detachment 
Clearwater Fire Department  
Blackpool Fire Rescue

Importance of Displaying 
Street Address
HELP US HELP YOU!

BEFORE AFTER



For “Climate Adaptation and Mitigation” the District continues to operate with  
a lens on reducing the District’s GHG’s (carbon emissions), further Council 
is committed to maintaining a “Strong Organization” by:

• Managing public expectations 
• Creating a workplace culture of choice by:
 — attracting and retaining staff to promote institutional stability,  

retain institutional memory, and reduce service interruption,
 —ensuring adequate staffing levels to avoid burnout,
• Ensuring the best use of technological resources,
• Protecting the current positive Council-staff relationships and partnership,
• Advocating when needed to protect the organization from government downloading.

The onset of a global pandemic has initiated further economic struggles for the community;  
however, Economic Development is the #1 identified priority and remains key to moving forward. 

Council continues to keep the 
four pillars of sustainability at 
the forefront—Economic, Social, 
Culture and Environment.  
Council reduced the initial seven 
(7) key strategic focus areas 
from the 2019 to five (5):

Strategic Focus Areas:

  Economic Development

  Infrastructure and Asset Management

  Financial Management  

  Healthy Community

  Housing

1

2

3

4

5

STRATEGIC DIRECTION ORDER  
OF PRIORITY, GOALS & ACTIONS 
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Priority #1—Economic Development

GOALS
• To foster economic growth and expand the tax revenues generated  
• To diversify the economy to reduce risks of over dependency on single industry 
• To explore new tech infrastructure for new business attraction 
• To create a culture of Community Economic Development 

ACTIONS MEASUREMENT STATUS

Initiate a community 
business advisory group

•  Economic development task force for 1-year trial In place

•  Terms of Reference developed and adopted Complete

•  CED/Community Transition Strategy  
/ Labour Market Assessment

In progress

Pursue cell/internet  
access/service levels

•  Advocate to Ministry of Citizen Services, Telus, and Mascon In progress

•  High speed internet installed for Strawberry Flats,  
Greer Subdivision, Weyerhaeuser Subdivision upgraded

Strawberry Flat  
and Greer complete

•  Advocate for Raft River area to gain  
high speed internet/cell service

In progress  
with Mascon

Advocate for reclamation  
of Canfor lands within  
the District boundaries

•  Remediation of lands
In discussion with 
new owner

Implement 
recommendations from 
Simon Fraser University 
Community Economic  
Development Assessment

•  Business Celebration create social spaces for networking COVID-19

Deepen the government  
to government relationship 
with Simpcw First Nation

• Community to community discussions January 2020

Complete visioning  
and rebranding process 
—Community Sessions

2021

Implement District’s 
Community Energy 
Emissions Plan

•  Continually review and implement initiatives outlined  
in Green Energy Scan and Community Energy Emission Plan

Lighting changed  
out in DLCC

Secure Chip supply  
for bioenergy systems

• Chip supply secured
Contract signed  
for 3-year supply

Complete Food Action  
/ Agriculture Plan

• Submitted grant application for three-year plan Grant not successful

1
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Priority #3—Financial Management

GOALS
•  To achieve stable finances and predictable low tax increases  

for the long term to provide certainty for taxpayers
• To provide ongoing adequate resources to enable the provision of services to tax payers
• To enable financial resiliency in case of unforeseen circumstances
• To maintain low District debt levels on an ongoing basis

ACTIONS MEASUREMENTS STATUS

Long term financial plan 
for asset management

•  5 year plan complete with five year planning of capital and operational

Review Tax Revitalization 
(incentive) bylaw

• Draft bylaw for council review 2022

3

Priority #2—Infrastructure and Asset Management

GOALS
• To develop and implement Asset Management Plan 
• To address infrastructure needs/gaps to reduce risk e.g. Flats
• To preserve and protect Dutch Lake 

ACTIONS MEASUREMENTS STATUS

Prepare updated shelf 
ready plan / water meeting

• Update and implement Water Conservation Plan In progress

•  Report to Council on costs of implementing  
a water meter program

Complete

Sewer expansion for Dutch 
Lake and Brookfield area

• Cost estimates for Grant application Grant submitted

•  Grant forwarded to Investing in Canada 
—rural and remote communities

October 22, 2020

Prepare a road 
maintenance strategy

• Applied for Asset Management Grant for Road Strategy Funding received

• Urban System undertaking Road Maintenance Strategy Strategy complete

Upgrade sanitary lagoon 
—Cell #1 / Headworks

• Grant for Cell #1 Approved 2019

• Design drawings: 90% presented in Jan 2020 Complete

• Meet with TNRD to discuss disposal of waste materials Complete

• Tender package: end of January 2020 Complete

• Loan Authorization Bylaw to Council Complete

• Alternative Approval Process for loan Complete

Cemetery Bylaw updated 
—community steering 
committee appointed

• To be completed by a consultant 2021

• Community committee setup for input

2

14



Priority #4—Healthy Community

GOALS
•   To support social connections in the community that support citizens  

and build a desirable community culture
• To foster health and well-being in Clearwater

ACTIONS MEASUREMENTS STATUS

Review Healthy  
Living Program

•  Program review is in process
Community survey; 
instructor input

• Draft report for Council’s review and adoption In progress

Assess 3-year Inner 
Community Loop

•  Transit staff present to Council Complete

4

Priority #5—Housing

GOAL
•  To respond to and manage threats to housing in the community including the impact  

of short-term rentals, changes in building code requirements, and sudden demand for worker housing

ACTIONS MEASUREMENTS STATUS

Undertake a housing needs 
assessment—include short  
term rental impact and a public 
event focused on housing

•  TNRD received grant funds to complete  
for member municipalities 

Presentation to 
Council was 
done in Sept 
/ Final report to 
Council Jan 2021

Assess the effects  
of long term versus 
short term rentals  
on housing stock

 •  Advertise on District website/other media outlets  
where carriage/garden suites are permitted

Leaflet complete  
and distributed

•  Revise Zoning Bylaw (and OCP)—Delete minimum  
width for manufactured home in R-1 zone To be addressed 

in housing needs 
assessment

And OCP and  
Zoning bylaw 
amendment  
is schedule for 
later in 2021

•  Consider adding carriage and garden suites as permitted 
accessory use in CR-1 zone and lower minimum lot area to  
2 acres for this use in RL-1 zone for land not in ALR

•  Consider allowing secondary suites in additional housing 
types i.e. duplexes, row homes, and broaden suite  
definition to align with new BCBC changes

•  Consider small home village/cottage cluster use zone 
–large property with multiple homes and shared ownership

Lobby provincial gov’t to amend 
Code to allow alternative forms 
of safe and affordable housing

Sept. 2021

Investigate the potential to use 
MRDT (1%) tax for housing

•  Complete a survey of other communities  
to see what they are doing

MRDT application 
is due for renewal 
Nov. 2021

5
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Not open to the public but will be livestreamed
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