
District of Clearwater

DLCC—Dutch Lake  
Community Centre 

209 Dutch Lake Road 
PO Box 157 
Clearwater BC  V0E 1N0 
Phone: 250.674.2257  
Fax: 250.674.2173  
admin@docbc.ca

Hours

Monday to Friday 
8:30am–4:30pm 
(no lunch break)

Saturday, Sunday  
& Stats: No Service

AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY  
PHONE NUMBER: 
250.674.3015

COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

August 2021 • District of Clearwater

District Services

• Bylaw Enforcement
• Cemetery/Columbarium
• Development Services
• Economic Development
• Fire Protection
• ICBC/Motor Vehicle Agent
• North Thompson Sportsplex

• Parks and Recreation
•  Public Works  

(Water/Sewer)
• Road Maintenance
• Street Lighting
• Transit Service

districtofclearwater.com

District of Clearwater

This newsletter contains information valid for residents within the District of Clearwater. Due to residents from the surrounding Area A  
(Blackpool, Birch Island, part of Vavenby, Upper Clearwater) doing business and using services in town, this newsletter is mailed to those  
residents as well. You may also view this information online at www.districtofclearwater.com/news.

For reliable and current information, follow us here: /District of Clearwater
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Mayor’s Message
Another summer, another wildfire season. Another 
year of living under a literal smokey cloud of 
uncertainty. We may never truly get used to it, but 
we do have to go on with our lives as normally and 
as calmly as we can. We need to do our best to enjoy 
our summer despite the haze. 

Over the years, I’ve learned that the one thing 
that spreads faster than a wildfire is a rumour. In 
an average wildfire year, even before I was Mayor,  
I spent a lot of time putting out rumours.

Bad information and rumours are the bane of every 
Fire Information Officer, every Facebook Admin, 
and everyone in government who is trying to keep 
people well informed and calm. 

It doesn’t have to be that way. 

There are so many timely accurate sources of 
information out there.  Radio and TV news, the local 
newspaper and its website, various phone apps 
like the BC Wildfire app, the Weather Network, and 
social media pages for the District of Clearwater,  

the TNRD.  There are now even alert services you can 
sign up for, like Voyent Alerts, that will email you, 
call you on your landline, or even text you in the 
event of an emergency. Clearwater will hopefully be 
part of that system soon, but the surrounding TNRD 
areas already are, so it’s worth signing up for it.

We also need a good plan and proper preparation 
in the event we need to move fast. We need to look 
after each other, we need to communicate with our 
friends and neighbors, we need to be prepared, we 
need to make sure that our friends and neighbors 
are prepared.  

The most important thing to remember during a 
wildfire season, and during any emergency, is that 
we are all in this together.  

Good communication is key to 
keeping calm and carrying on! 

Thank you,  
Mayor Merlin Blackwell
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EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:  
Heightened Water  
Conservation Rules
This summer came with higher than usual temperatures 
causing drought conditions which increase the wildfire risk 
for the District of Clearwater. To ensure an adequate water 
supply, Council took immediate steps during the Special 
Council Meeting on July 23, 2021. Effective immediately 
heightened watering restrictions are in place for all District 
of Clearwater water users. Changes have been made to 
the hours watering is permitted: Morning watering hours 
have been reduced to 2 hours from 7–9am and evening 
watering hours have been suspended. This is a temporary 
and extraordinary measure in response to current climatic 
conditions. Our water system is facing the highest usage 
levels in the afternoon and evening.

The full District of Clearwater Heightened Water  
Conservation policy can be found on our website at:
districtofclearwater.com/residents/heightened-watering-
restrictions/.

Please be sure to adjust your watering hours for the time 
being and follow our page for updates. This notice is in place 
until further notice.

District staff have already taken action last week and 
significantly reduced the usage of water for sprinklers in 
District parks.

The District of Clearwater draws underground water from 
two sources: Well 1&3 are a combined system that draw from 
the same aquifer and Well 2 is mainly used to supplement 
Well 1&3.

Additionally the District uses an open water source, Russell 
Creek, to supply additional water to the reservoir to keep 
it at a near full level. The Russell Creek intake is mostly 
used after the spring melt and also during the winter 
months when flows allow. The District relies heavily on this  
source as it is capable of supplying adequate amounts of 
fresh water before most of the run off has depleted to an 
unusable volume.

This year’s hot summer with the unprecedented heat wave 
melted most of the snow that supplies Russell Creek. With 
this source depleted it is very difficult for the two well 
sources to keep up with the high demand of water. Many 
communities are experiencing similar drought conditions 
like Clearwater. Please conserve water and learn about ways 
to be water smart. See some tips from BC Hydro here. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

• Brookfield bridge is scheduled to receive major undercarriage upgrades. Structural I-Beams 
will be sand blasted and an epoxy application to all steel components will be completed by 
end of August. There are no anticipated delays for road users as all the work being done is on 
the underneath of the bridge.

• Back-up power will be installed at the UV Intake, Booster Station and Reservoir so that in case 
of a power outage the gravity system (Russell Creek) can keep suppling safe drinking water. 
While the intake is a gravity fed system and therefore will always supply water to the reservoir 
during a power outage, the Achilles heel in the supply chain are the wells. The backup power 
for the intake is a minor update in installing a portable generator. Crews will be able to keep 
the UV system running and regulate the chlorine injection to the water supply.  

• Aging SCADA server is being replaced with a “Virtual” wireless SCADA system which will 
enable better communications between water wells, sewer lift stations and many other 
district infrastructure units. SCADA is the go between communicator that relays messages 
from the reservoir to all wells and intake when a water fill is needed. The existing hard-wired 
system is outdated and needs to be replaced. The sewer lift stations also rely on SCADA to 
communicate when discharge levels require pumping out.

Public  
Works

What’s New?
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Message from Lynne Frizzle
Senior Coordinator
2020 was a year like no other and 
2021 has continued the trend. The 
seniors of Clearwater and area 
lost their connections to their 
community for a time when the 
world went on shut down in March 
of 2020. It took some time to realize 
this was going to be long term.

So, with all organized activities and 
events cancelled for the foreseeable 
future seniors began to connect in 
a different way. Emails flowed out 
expressing their loneliness and 
frustrations and then transformed 
into describing how they were 
keeping busy, expressing their 
creativity through gardening, 
painting, weaving, writing and 
so much more. Zoom meetings 
were held for book clubs, writing 
groups and senior meetings.  
It wasn’t the same, but it was 
sure nice to see familiar faces and 
interact. Life streaming exercise 
programs started up and continued 
throughout the entire time with 
Sabine, Sylvia, and Sharon. 

As the shutdowns and Covid 
protocols continued, seniors found 
ways to connect safely by going 
on walks and hikes or meeting in 
small socially distanced groups in 
school parking lots, rivers edge, 
or at the end of driveways in 

neighbourhoods to just chat face 
to face. 

In July with the BC Startup Plan  
moving to the 3rd stage, a catered 
picnic lunch was held at the North 
Thompson River Provincial Park for 
seniors to all get together for the 
first time in 1.5 years. 45 seniors 
attended the event where the 
sound of conversation drowned 
out the sounds of the river flowing 
by. It was a wonderful day and it 
is hoped that in September the 
regular in person activities for 
seniors can continue. These include 
the monthly Learn and Lunch, 
Sit and Be Fit, Book club, Writers’ 
Circle, Games Day, Sunday Social 
and bus trips.

Clearwater seniors are an active 
and vibrant bunch and look 
forward to meeting new people. If 
you are new to the community and 
are interested in being part of the 
Wells Gray Country Seniors Society 
and would like more information, 
please contact Lynne, Seniors 
Coordinator at 250.674.8185. 

—Lynne Frizzle

September 14
Senior’s Luncheon at the legion 

Doors open at 10am  •  FREE

NTSP & Parks 
SPORTSPLEX
It is almost that time again! The 
Clearwater Hockey School and Figure 
Skating Camp (from August 28 to 
September 2) are ringing in the season 
at the rink. 

In total, 115 players are registered for 
hockey school with only a few spots 
remaining available. 

Our regular season starts September 
8, with Family Skating returning 
September 10 (every Friday and Sunday).

We are all looking forward to the 
coming season with the return to 
hockey games, spectators and normal 
life at the arena.

Our full schedule of events will be 
posted weekly to our website and 
Facebook page. 

To register for Minor Hockey:  
cdmha.info/registration

To register for Figure Skating:  
raftmountain.weebly.com/register.html

To register for Curling:  
wgcurl@gmail.com

PARKS
All District Parks are open and very 
busy. Please respect the Parks and 
other users by following posted rules.
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Fire Department…

Effective at noon June 26, 2021

CAMP FIRE BAN  
& OPEN BURNING  
PROHIBITED
with the District of Clearwater

This ban and prohibition remains in place 
until the public is notified that it has been 
rescinded. For more information check:

www.districtofclearwater.com

Summer Students giving hydrants fresh look
Pictured here are District of Clearwater Summer Students 
painting one of approximately 150 hydrants this summer. 

Did you know?
• All fences, shrubs and retaining walls should be no closer 

then 4 feet (1.20 m’s) to a hydrant. This is to allow visibility, 
room for maintenance and operation of the hydrant.

• No vehicles should be parked with in 20 feet (6.0 m’s) of 
a hydrant. This is to allow plenty of room for fire crews to 
visually locate and operate a fire hydrant in emergency 
situations.

• If a hydrant is located in the front yard of a property, those 
home owners are encouraged to keep the grass cut and 
trim around the hydrant in the summer months and shovel 
the snow around the hydrant in the winter months.
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Wildfire won’t wait  
for you to make a plan.  
Now is the time. 
Would you benefit from a local 
FireSmart representative coming 
to assess your property? Are you 
curious if your home is FireSmart 
or what steps you need to take to 
become FireSmart? 

If so, contact us by sending an 
email to firechief@docbc.ca to start 
the discussion and make a free 
appointment, no strings attached.

Purchase of Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus
The Fire Department has recently 
ordered 12x MSA G1 Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
to replace the current Drager 
SCBA units, along with a new air 
compressor to fill the cylinders. The 
order will take about 10 weeks to 
deliver. Before we put them into 
service, we will train with them to 
get comfortable.

 

 

Will you answer the call?
The Clearwater Fire Department is 
planning a fall recruitment intake 
in September, watch our Facebook 
page and the District’s Facebook 
page for details!

 facebook.com/
DistrictofClearwater

facebook.com/ 
ClearwaterFD

WE NEED YOU!  
CAN YOU ANSWER THE CALL?



Council Highlights…
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JULY 13, 2021
• Council will cover two nights accommodation and expenses up to 

$500.00 in order to host prospective medical services providers from 
of the recruitment budget.

•  Council initiated the process for the development of a Parks Master 
Plan to be added as Business Case for consideration in the 2022 
budget; and

•  Council directed that the proposed Parks Master Plan address the 
establishment of a dog park in Clearwater.

•  Council directed staff to provide cohesive and designated parking 
options for the boat launch including signage regarding parking 
available at 37 East parkland property.

•  Council reappointed the current Trails Task Force Committee members 
for a further two (2) year term ending July 2023.

•  Council directed staff to proceed with a grant application under the 
BC Active Transportation Grant Program of up to a maximum amount 
of $500,000, (30% 3rd party contribution) to complete the Wells Gray 
Inn to Highway 5 Roundabout multi-use paved pathway, District staff 
will be responsible for the overall grant management.

•  Council approved a grant-in-aid request of $2,150 for Clearwater 
Minor Fastball Association to offset 50% of lost revenue from the 
2020 season due to COVID to be funded from Operating Reserve 
(COVID Restart funds)

•  Council approved the issuance of Development Variance Permit No. 
DVP-21-01 for 345 Helmcken St.

•  Council resolved to purchase a community wide notification software 
for a maximum amount 

(Left to Right) Lucy Taylor, Barry Banford, 
Bill Haring, Mayor Blackwell, Lynn 

Frizzle, Lyle Mackenzie, Shelley Sim

Photo credit: Indigo Thyme Imagery

ICBC…  
Important information for wildfire victims in B.C.
ICBC has reached out to evacuation centres so evacuees without 
identification can be informed about how to obtain replacement 
government issued ID that may have been left behind during the 
evacuation process.

ICBC will issue a replacement identification for free without the 
customer needing to present identification to process the transaction 
(some exceptions may apply). This process is in place for acquiring a 
replacement Driver’s Licence, BC Services Card and BC Identification.

This can be done by calling 1-800-950-1498. We’re here to help 
Monday-Friday from 8am to 6pm or Saturday from 9am to 5pm. You 
can also visit the nearest Driver Licensing Office. 
Source: icbc.com

JULY 23, 2021
• Council approved the purchase of a Self 

Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
Compressor for the Fire Department; Council 
awarded of the contract to the successful bidder 
on the basis of a quote received via a listing on 
BC Bid.

• Council approved the purchase of 12 SCBA units 
and Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) Kit for the Fire 
Department; Council awarded of the contract 
to the successful bidder on the basis of a quote 
received via a listing on BC Bid.

• Council authorized a total budget of $41,021.23 
to complete the additional repairs on the 
District’s backhoe with the funds to be expended 
from the 2021 Unrestricted surplus.

• Council directed Staff to change the watering 
hours posted on the website such that watering 
hours shall be immediately reduced to 7:00 
am to 9:00 am and no evening watering. These 
heightened watering restrictions have been 
introduced as a temporary and extraordinary 
measure to meet current climatic conditions. 
Full water conservation rules are available here.

• Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 252, 2021, 
and Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 253, 2021, 
were both given a third reading by Council.

MyTicketBC
On July 8, 2021 BC Court Services launched 
a new online tool MyTicketBC, located 
at tickets.gov.bc.ca, which will provide 
customers access to information on 
provincial violation, federal contravention 
and municipal bylaw tickets.

MyTicketBC will provide a ‘one-stop 
source’ of ticket information. From the 
website, the public can easily access 
information about how to resolve 
their ticket and links to other relevant 
information.



Finance…
2021 Property Tax Sale—September 27, 2021

Permissive Tax Exemption Process

7

What is it? The tax sale is a public auction of properties within 
a municipality which have outstanding property taxes for 3 
years (current year plus 2 years prior; 2021, 2020 and 2019).

When & where is it? The Tax Sale takes place on the last 
Monday in September each year as outlined in the Community 
Charter. In 2021, the tax sale will be held on September 27th 
at 10am in District of Clearwater Council Chambers.

Public Notice: Notice of the time and place of the tax sale and 
the description and street address of each property subject 
to tax sale will be published in 2 consecutive issues of the 
local newspaper and on the District website. 2021 Tax Sale 
properties will be advertised in the newspaper the weeks of 
September 13 and 20, 2021.

Upset Price: The lowest amount for which a property may be 
sold is the total of all the property taxes outstanding as of the 
date of the tax sale, plus all applicable penalties and interest, 
plus an additional 5% of all taxes, penalties and interest, plus 
all applicable Land Title Act fees.

Purchaser & Payment: The sale is an open auction with bid 
acceptances from the floor. The highest bidder above the 
upset price must be declared the purchaser. The purchaser 
must pay the upset price immediately with cash, certified 
cheque, or bank draft. Any amount bid over the upset price 
must be paid by 3:00 pm that day.

Redemption: A tax sale property may be redeemed from tax 
sale within 1 year of the date of the tax sale by the owner 
of the property, an owner of a registered charge against the 
property or another person on their behalf. 

Questions? Please contact Roxanne Shepherd, the Collector, 
at the District Office 250.674.2257.

Notice is hereby given that Council will be 
considering requests for permissive tax exemptions 
for 2022, 2023, and 2024.

Charitable, philanthropic or other not-for-profit 
organizations wishing to be exempt from paying 
property taxes for the next three years must 
submit an application to the District by 4:30 pm 
on Tuesday, August 31, 2021 to be considered.

Permissive Tax Exemption Application forms are 
available at the District of Clearwater office at 209 
Dutch Lake Road and on the website:

www.districtofclearwater.com/municipal-hall/
finance-services/permissive-tax-exemptions/

At the Council meeting scheduled for 2:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, Council will 
consider requests received by the August 31st 
deadline.  Applicants may be requested to make a 
presentation at the Council meeting.

Please call Roxanne Shepherd, Director of Finance 
at 250.674.2257 or email dof@docbc.ca if you 
have any questions.



8

Have questions?  
Contact our Healthy  
Living Coordinator  

MEGAN SIM 
E: healthyliving@docbc.ca 
W: 250.674.2257
C: 250.674.8881

Community Recreation  
Healthy Living…

REGISTRATION 
To register for any of the CRHL 
Programs, please get in touch  
with our CRHL Coordinator: 

Text/call: 250.674.8881

Online: bookking.ca/clearwaterpub

Email: healthyliving@docbc.ca

In-person: 209 Dutch Lake Road

EMAIL LIST / FACEBOOK
There are a few more classes brewing, 
details will be announced on the CRHL 
Facebook page OR sign up for the 
email list to stay in the loop. Get in 
touch with our CRHL Coordinator to be 
signed up and the first to know! 

Yoga with Sylvia
MON DAYS
Session 1: September 20–November 1  
(No classes October 11) • 5:15–6:15pm 
Session 2: November 8–December 16  • 5:15–6:15pm

Hip Hop Dance (10–13 year olds)
TU ESDAYS
Session 1: September 14–October 19 • 3:30–4:30pm
Session 2: November 2–December 7 • 3:30–4:30pm

Prenatal Parents
TH U RSDAYS 
Session 1: September 16–October 21 • 10–11am

Dirty 30
MON DAYS /  WEDN ESDAYS 
Session 1: September 20–October 27 • 5:45–6:15pm
Session 2: November 1–December 8 • 5:45–6:15pm

Low Impact 
TU ESDAYS 
Session 1: September 21–October 26 • 5:00–5:50pm
Session 2: November 2–December 7 • 5:00–5:50pm

Somatika 
WEDN ESDAYS 
Session 2: November 3–December 8

Pickleball Drop in $2
TH U RSDAYS 10am–12pm • DLCC Gym 
TENTATIVE DATES: first week of October. Stay tuned  
on the Facebook page for more updates, or get in  
touch with our Healthy Living Coordinator: 
250.674.8881 for more details.

Sit and be Fit FREE! 
MON DAYS & WEDN ESDAYS 
An innovative health and exercise program that helps 
older adults live healthy, active lifestyles. Our instructors 
will lead you through a series of resistance exercises, 
with or without weight, and stretches that help you 
build muscle and keep fit. This program is being offered 
by the Wells Gray Country Senior’s Society. 
Starting September 13 at DLCC • 11am–12pm 
Email Lynne for more info:  
seniorsnetworkcoordinator@gmail.com

COPD (Chronic Obstructive  
Pulmonary Disease) Support group: FREE!
EVERY TH I R D TH U RSDAY OF EAC H MONTH 
Senior’s room at DLCC • 1–3:00pm

Participation via Zoom possible, please email 
healthyliving@docbc.ca for the email invite.
It is for individuals, families, and caregivers  
affected by breathing issues to have a safe  
space to discuss and support one another.

PROGRAM REGISTRATION OPENS SEPT 1, 2021 

Like and 
Follow our 
social media 
for more 
information 
and programs 

The Healthy Living Program is looking to grow our team! 
From fitness instructors, hiking enthusiasts, runners, and walkers, all the way 
to meditation gurus, non-communicable disease specialists, wellness coaches, 
and herbalists—we want your expertise! Fuel and share your passions with 
others—all as a part time gig! Get in touch with our Healthy Living Coordinator 
to become part of the team!


